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þO W much the Doftrine of 
Chriſtianity tends to the im- 
' provement of Reaſon and 
Learning,how it has brought 
| | ito the World a better and 

more cercain knowledg of God and of our 

ſelves, how it has advanced the common no-« 

tices of narure, and has chaſed away with che 

clear evidences of ics truth thofe thick ſhades 
B of 


2 Tits 1. 10. 


T be Credibility of tbe Myſteries 
, of error, that had darkned the underſtanding, 
* and has removed all thoſe prejudices, tha 
were taken up from ſenſe and a very partial 
and deceirful obfervation of _ things, may -b2 
fully demonſtrated by comparing the former 
eſtate of Mankind, before the coming of Chriſt 
in the fleſh, wich the preſent, wherever it 1s 
received in its truth and power, Men before 
were led by opinion and conjetture and fancy 
only, as to matters of Religion and the con- 
cerns of another World : They had fears up- 
on them indeed of a divine juſtice,that would 
revenge the violation of the law of nature ei- 
ther here or hereafter ; and a refleQion upon 
the ſtrange traverſes and difficulties of life 
had taught chem to expett another lite after 
this + but their eyes were dim however, and 
they could not ſee far into futurity ;- they 
could have no clear dedudions of ' particular 
truths for want of a right knowledg of true 
and certain principles : hence 1t was, that 
they were ſo inconſtant and wavering, and 
knew not well where or what to. fix on. Buc 
Chrift by his . appearance and manifeſting the 
will of God to us,bath brought bfe and immorta- || 
lity. | 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 
lit to light through the Goſpel, and children and 
perſons of an ordinary reach and capacity 
may now eafily apprehend thoſe things, that 
is, in reference to Ged and hisatrributes, the 
miſery we are in by ſin, the means of our re- 
covery from this woful eſtate of life, the im- 
mortalicy of the Soul, and the like ; which 
before thoſe great Philoſophers, notwithſtanding 
all their vaunts and queſts after learning, not- 
withſtanding they ſet up Schools and were am- 
bitious to give names to Sets, had but a very 
imperfe& knowledg of. | 
But while theſe truths were received by 
thoſe, that were willing to, be taughr, and to 


| ſubmit themſelves to the diftates of reaſon, 


and convictions of miracles, which were ad- 
ded to give all poſlible fatisfaftion ro the un- 
derſtanding, others, who were relolv'd before 
hand not to be convinced, who had rather 
remain in their ignorance and idolatry and 
their fins,then be converted to a new Religion, 
and reduced to ſuch ſtrifineſs of life, as thar 
requires, from their debaucheries and brutiſh 
pleaſures, who had rather fall down before a 


'Statue or 2 PiQture, becauſe their Fathers had 


B 2 done 


T he Credibility of tbe Myſteries 


done ſo before them, and becaule it was the - 


eſtabliſhed Religion of their Country, than 
acknowledg and adore a Crucified Saviour, re- 
je& it upon the account of the Myſteries. of 
Faith, without ever examining the weight of | 
thearguments, that would have enforced them | 
upon their belief : They could not inthe mean 
while but acknowledg the happy and glorious 
change, that ChriStianity had wrought in the 
World, how mych it exceeds and goes beyond 
all the morality of the wiſeſt and beſt Lawgi- 
vers and Founders of Republicks,how it not 
only laies down rules for the right ordering 
of life, but furniſhes irs votaries with a pow- 
er tO pradtiſe them ; Not only ſhews us a way 
to walk in, bur takes us by the hand and leads 
us init : but the difficulties, it feems, thac 
are to be met with in conceiving ſome of irs 
myſteries, offended chem, This was their 
pretence and their plea for their infidelity ;. 
they would. have demonſtration for every 
thing, they would be taught and convinced 
by Syllogiſm, their Pride and their Self. con- 
ceit and the opinion they had of their own 
fearning would not permit them to- believe, 

| They 


- 7p ' 7 o- MAY, 
TT a TIED Sc. « CR ry 


| ' there be cothe Fews, chan the fulfilling of all the 


| fophers pretend to or defire, than the wiſaon of 
! than thoſe clear diſcoveries of the divine na- 


5 head chan the admirable contrivances of the re- 


{ death of Chriſt; the Son of God, than the ways. 
| and means of recovering the dignity of our: 
| nature,and of living here like men, and of li- 
1 ving hereafter like Angets Such a wiſdom,as 
will not only gratifie -our earneſt deſires and 


. row and low principles they had taken up,was 


| Greeksſeek after Wiſdom ; but we preach Chriſt cru- 


of the Chriſtian Religion, 
They made their underſtanding the meaſure of 
all cruth, and what did nor ſuit with thoſe nar- 


ſcornfully reje&ed by them, 7he Fews,ſaies the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor.1.22,23., require a Sign, and the 


cified, unto the Jews a ſlumbling-block, and to the 


Greeks fooliſhneſs. But how irrational was the 
demand of both ? for what greater fign could 


Prophefies in the perſon of Chrifl, even to the 
minute circumſtances of his life and death,and 
thoſe mighty miracles that ſhewed forth themſelves 
im him 2 what greater vidua could the Philo- 
God in amyſtery, as it is called, 1 Cor. 11, 7. 
cure and the effential perfeftions of the God- 


demption of mankind by the: ſuftcrings and 


purſuits 
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purſuits afcer knowledg, but will make us bap- 


| Þy foo for ever. 


Their weak and blear eyes 


could not endure ſuch a great light thar 


(3) Thus Zxſ: ties Coms them vp in 
gereral,it being the coinmon argument 
of the Heathen philoſophers again# the 
Chriſtian religion --# xpicrarioues mes 
#\v2 noyoy ammonlqu, ar0yw 3 Tis 6 
&v4&]acw ovryrg]aginy 15 © me3onſo- 
&:4; L;1* has me San woeev Vaganngt” 
nv. un Sv poxoy]:s Suva Smdeitews 
Wages mchy{v Tehumtov Þ Eu Tals &- 
my ſ:MNooots dAuS Hey, wic4 3 wo:y 
ax593y (v 4Z18y 765 ae9mvlag, mp 6 
Xz mes xenualiCqr, Ly <xeiTs zap ty X} 
«Ba( wire AAS. P-4-Parilits, - X i 

1628, 

(b) Thewords of Celfr, as we find 
them,in Origens firſt book againſt thar 
Epicurean Philoſopher . are theſe — 
"Tiras und Benogu6ss NSyvau ii napBbeyyy 

e LW , RM TH \ 
Abyoy 48 wy moevect, Fpnek Th, wh 
ATA: mc d170v, X) H mmS15 08 ow- 
G6 93, x) enoiv. dv793 aby(v, nar i os 
To x07 owgia, day "1 ww;ia. 
Fe2, edir.Cinab. In this latter part he al- 
ludes ro S,Paulswords,1 Core3.18.which 
he moſt horribly and malicioufly =w_ 
verts,a$Origen ſhews p.12.He hed before, 
-out of his great Fhiloſophic.il warineſs, 
adviſed his readers not ro take up opi- 
nions upon truſt, without following rea- 
ſon and a rational guide, which he im- 
pures to the Chriſtian5,and reckorstheim 
among the 785 aAbgws mowerles wh - 
Tex'yuglaus x) Teeglooxomars , AC. 
ſuch as raſkly beliewe juglers and pretenders 
te Legerdemain tricks, whoſe credulity and 
ſimplicity they al uſe to evil deſigns and ine 
rents, Son therhird book, he moſt falfly 
accuſes the whale body of Chriſtians, 


brake 


In * upon 


them , | 


and therefore they were |} C 


defirous to retire 
the ſhade, They could 
not fully conceive and 
comprehend them, they 
ſeemed therefore fooliſh 


and impoſſible notions , ; 
that were owing wholly to | 


an ungovern'd imaginati- 
on. And hereupon ©” they 
proceed to calumniate the 


Chriſtians as a company of 


well-meaning and honeſt 
and good-natur'd, but very 
ſimple and over-credulous 
people, who took all things 
upon truſt, -without enqui- 
ring into their truth, and 
certainty ; for ſuch were 
the flanderous 
lations of 


dACCU- 
(b) Celſas j 


© Lucian, 


into F 


% 


SL as 
# Ce AE i I Py 


of the Chriſtian Religim, "» 


© Lucian, and ©© Hierocles, 
E and the reſt of the learned 
| enemies of the Chriſtan Re- 
7 ligion: They upbraided the 
| Chriſlians of their times, 
Z with whom they converlſed, 
Z in their writings and in 
their diſcourſes, that they 
received all a&avyw Tire 
| X, dreEclagw ovyxcladyoa, 
; with an irrational Faith and 


an haſty aſſent, paſt without 


@s Try va yi oopov emAaWuvor]or 5% 2.4- 
ye 5 Tigzw; avluy, ws eyon]es xz Tos 
21S egmodudys xanivloes,y driving away 
every Wiſe man from the diEtrine of faiths 
and only admiiting perſor.s woid of under- 
Standing, andof a baſe and ſervile temper. 
Po IZls 

(c) De morte Peregrini,fpccking of the 
Ch: i/tians,whom he wakes 2 com any of 
idiotszeaſtly cheated -— Z< mrds £- 


xe1Þ3g mites mw Tora Tre magg i Ea pier. 

(d) In Evſebins,in the confutation of 
his impious beok (which he ivtitl'd 
p1AaAnMne) whercin | e compared Apel- 
{onins of Tyanz to our moſt bleſſed Sar;- 
our, where he objeds ro the Chriſtians 
-=x+00mM1a % uNtgfay-- lightneſs and ea- 
fineſs «f mature,. p. $12. and calls them 
--Wwpds X, Be BrxnnnuWes-= fools and 
ruſtieks. p.$14. edit. Paris: in fine libro- 
rum de demonſtratione Evangelica. 


7 any examination;that they could bring no proof 
{ or demonſtracive argument of what they held 
ſo pertinaciouſly, that nothing was required 
to make a Chriſtian a Believer, as they uſed to 
ſpeak by way of Scorn, but axeT@- #, d- 
BaodnigQ@- Ti5ic, an unjudicious and groundl:ſs 
Faith; yes certainly, a good life and a ſanQi- 
fied underſtanding, and an humble opinion of 
2 mans ſelf, But theſe are but words, and men 


are not to be laughed and rallied our of their 
faith and a,well-grounded perſwaſion ; there 5"... 
is nothing of argument in {corn and paſſion; 


- 


they only ſhew the weakneſs of the cauſe, and 


te 


7 Fe 0/97 | 
T Aagny rm able nes 
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_—— 8 TheC redibility of the Myſteries 
ll | want of reaſon in thoſe, who make uſe of 
7; them. 

But now after ſo many ayiids of Con- 
verts to the Chriſtian Faith after the atteſtation 
and conſent of fo many ages, who have exa- 
mined ſeverely the principles, on which it is 
founded, who would expeQ_ that a at any one 
ſhould dare now toqueſtion the truth of jr a- 
gain, that men who have been baptized int Into 
it, ſhould abjure and renounce it, ſhould no 
longer acknowledg Chrift cheir Saviour, ould 

_ deny him to beGod,or that he hac had any cc L any commit. 


— 
_—. a 


ſion from Heaven to inſtitute a 1 new Religion, 

ſhould a& over the part of the Fevs, and ar- 

| raign the Son of God as an impoſtor, and fide 

0 with the Heathen Philoſophers againſt Chriſtianity, 

2s a doarine not to be endured and embraced, 

| and make uſe of their very arguments for the 
ay T ; // . defence of their infidelity. ? But we know 
argon of whence the malice and the infidelity of theſe 

nf x Fo £4 "ys FEE Theifts proceed ; they have abandoned them- 
"006 um qaes of F2 Cakes ves to 2 Tidked Ii life, they are immerſed | In 
Fe hap _— tp: ' "ſenfual foal pleaſures, which they make the only 


iS —__ _ n5 Lage id of | of life. They are convinced, that Chri. 
Ti a 5, Fo 7 {i Menity , which is a Dofirine according to Gadlj. 


bo a 7 
13a | neſs 
£ y, Sure. h G 


= OE 
BS 


_ of the Chriſtian Religion; 
neſs is not conſiſtent with ſuch praQices,which 
yet even nature and right reaſon utterly con- 


demn. 

The MySeries of F aith do not ſo much trou- 
ble theſe men,as the ſeverity of its commands, 
Theſe they cannot away with, their luſts help 
them co arguments againſt the other, and 


' - they content themſelves with little pieces of 


Sophiſtry,and think to vindicate the ill courſe 
of life, they have taken up, this way. Natu- 
ral conſcience and an ordinary reflexion upon 
the works of nature will not permit them, ir 


may be, to deny a God, though they live, as 


chough there were none ; They will acknow- 
ledg him, it may be coo in a good humour, the 
Creatour of the World, but not the Judg and 
Governour of it ; they look upon themſelves, 


as only born to aratifie their ſenſual appe- 
' Tite 5 They declare equally, for a liberty of 


living and thinking as they leaſe, They will 
have no reſtraint laid upon their underſtand- 
ing, or their lives, Chrifianity is too ſtrif, 
and therefore too difficult for them ; They 
may have the wit perchance, but-not the mo- 
_y of the Philoſophers, whoſe very lives not- 

C withſtanding 
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withſtanding will condemn them as much as 
/ the Chriſtian doAirine, Their cvil education 
1 <= and cuſtome and | repoſiciſion.choſe great h hin- 
) Sos fron £Aderances of truth, wade their refuſing Chri- 
befor > F rohefreÞ ſtianity the leſs inexcuſable upon the account 
of its myſterics, while they acknowledged the 
rules and inſtitutions of it to be according to 
the higheſt reaſon, and the exalcation of the 
humane nature, while theſe men pretend its 
myſteries to be therefore incredible, becauſe 
the rules of it, which. thwart their luſts ſo 
much, are ſo ſevere, Little or no good I {| 
know is to be done upon theſe men by perſwa- 
fion or argument, of which they are ſcarce 
capable, who turn all things into Burleſque 
and ridicule :; They it ſeems are too witty. (tor 
ſo they call their boldneſs and want of judg- Þ| 
ment) either to underſtand or embrace the 
principles of Chriſtianity ; but cheir ill lives 
Lbs. ſhew, that were they as clear as the principles 
-m& of Geometry, ſo long as a ſtrict and holy life 
* 1 as neceſfary and effential co the being of a 
CbriStian.as a right and ſound faith,they would 
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except and cavil at them, and at laſt reje& 
them ; and if the Goſpel be hid, be eſteemed 


after 


_ of the Chriſtian Religion. 


afrer ſo many clear and undoubted revelati- ” 


ons, after ſuch evident proofs and convitti- 
ons, an obſcure and incredible doQrine, it z3 
hid to them that are IS}, or rather, #& mic 
YmaAvutvrog, inthem that are bosF ; - it is only 
ſo to ſuch deſperate and obſtinate wretches, 
whom reaſon 1t ſelf cannot fatisfie, #7 
whom the God of this world hath blinded th: 
minds of them which believe not, leaſt the light 
of the glorious ggſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
iinage of God, {bould ſhine unto them, 2 Co-. 
IV. 3,4» 

But theſe are wild and extravagant per- 
ſons, of debauched underſtandings and lives, 
and only to be confuted by the ſeverity of 
laws ; and of the two the Chriſtian religion 
has ſuffered more by the ſecret underminings 
of Hereticks,than by their bold artaques, Theſe 
are the more dangerous enemies, who deny 
the truths and myſteries of it, upon a pye- 
tence of warineſs and caution, and go ſoberly 
about to deſtroy it, Bur all their objeRions, 
how plauſible ſoever, muſt at laſt reſolve into 
obſtinacy and pride : They fancy things muſt 
be, and are, as they would have them, or elſe 

C '2 they 
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they cannot be at all : They-vainly ſuppoſe 
themfelves able to ſearchinto the depths of all 
divine and humane knowledg, and being once 
prepoſſefſed with this conceic, they grow pee- 
viſh and angry becauſe the Chriflian Religion 
propoſes things to their belief, which they 
cannot graſp, and are too big for their under- 
ſtanding ; and rather than forego this be- 
loved Principle, they will deſtroy the Funda- 
mentals of ChriStianity, andyto apply that of 

 *In Apolegeticocap.5e where he men- F Tertullian (C0) them, niſl ho- 

tions an uld decree of the Ron anSenate, Fog A 

Ne qui Dexs ab [mperatore conſecraretur, TIILl Deus placuer it, Dems 10 


pi/: d Senatu prebatusz and hereupon he 


tells us,that the Emperor 7iberivs mov- CO) t, homo jam Deo pr opit1us eſſe 
j; f thoſe [mighty] ; R 

Corke which declared the truth of our debebit : Chriſt Chall nor be 

Savicurs Diviniiy,he received out cfPa- - ALI 

/-ſtine,detulit adSenatum enm preerogativa God, nor fatisfie the divine 

[Fragri ſuizthough the Senate were not , | 

diſpoſed to 49mit him intorhe number. juſtice for the fins of man. 
kind, becauſe this ſeems incongruousto them 
it is a difficulty, that doth puzzle their un- 
derſtanding ; it is above the ſtrength of their 
fancy ; their reaſon, they fay, tells them, this 
cannot be ; allowing of no {uch thing as faih, 
which is thegreat duty of the Goſpel, and for- 
getting, that ChriStianity is, as 1t 1s undoubt- 
edly, the great mySlery of Godlineſs. 

Thus under a pretence of clearing the truth 

of 


of theChriftian Religion. = 3 


of Religion, and making ic the more eafily in- 
; telligible, ro Turks and Zews, they reſiſt ic in 
J the true notion of it, and corrupt anddeſtroy 
# it; to whomfully agrees that charaQter, which 
þ Se. Paul gave of the followers of Simon Magus, 
* 27im.li. 8. KaltTneuevu Þ vir, aSoripuot 
4 DEE Þ TW, men of corrupt minds,and reprobate 
7 concerning thefaith ; ſuch whoſe underſtandings 
are wholly vitiated and perverted,notwithſtan- 
ding the great and fierce claims they laid to 
knowledg, as if they were the only men, that 
underſtood the will and mind of God;ſuch who 
rejet the eſtabliſh'd truths of the Goſpel, who 
have no regard to the heavenly dofFrine of the E- 
wangelifts and Apoſiles, the truth of which they 
ſealed and confirmed with their blood :; bur do 
paebodev ery Te Aoyice TS Kueis meg lag itn 
e&/AmIvjuicg, to uſe the words of St, * Polycarp 
in his Epiſtle to the Philip- * 04 & wdo#60s nt abu 5 O48 
pans, that 1 Is, by their frau- ard; mas idias HWuhas, xg ab y 77 
dulent devices model the oracles <l _ _ iD, Rs 
of God accordng to their pn 5c ied ih 
fancies and lufts ; who ſet up Pcheeichs br by tr thu 
a new Religion, which the <7 3-45 adh-terg/eaycnp, ; 


Catholick, Church of Chrift never knew or was 


dCe 
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T be Credibility of the MyfSteries 
acquainted with, and endeavour to deſtroy 
the faith of Clrifuanity, and think in the mean 
while they have reaſon on their fide for ſo do- 
ing : and how farby their arts and ſubtilries 
and plaufi ible infinuations, by this their ſlight 
and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to. 
deceive (for it is nothing elſe, however blanche 
over and diſguiſed with ſhews of ſober reaſon) 
they have prevail'd upon this Age,is too ſad to 
confider ; fo that now it-chiefly concerns us to 
ſecure the ground-work, the principles of the dc- 
drine of Chriſt, and to oppole this growing evil, 
to watch and ſtand faſt in the faith, and quit our 
ſelves like men, and not tobe like children, carried 
away with every blaſt and wind ef dofrine, and eſ- 
 pecially of the vain dodrine of Socinus, as it 
will appear,when the varniſh and falſe colours 
are waſht of,but to be eſtabliſht in the truth of the 
boly Goſpel, as the Church hath taught us to pray 
in tae Colle} of this anniverſary of St. Mark, 

Toevince therefore the'unreaſonableneſs of 
their pretenfions, I ſhall endeavour in the fol- 
lowing diſcourle to —o_ thele two _ 
culars. 


+ 1, That the greac ae of Regia can- 


hs. no: 


vas 
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not, and ought not to be any way prejudi- 
cial cothe truch of of it. 
2, That the Chriſtian Relig.on requires2-2s-? | 
us to believe thefe myſteries, upon ſu ſuck? _ Ge roi 
grounds, 28 we cannot rejedt, without do- WS 
ing violence to our faculties, and conſe- 
quently, that the rejefing and disbelieving A 
_ muſt be unreaſonable, Pr 7 FLewes. 
.. The great myſteries of Religion }: Clif fow gates boy ler 41 
norgad ought not to be any way prejudici- c _ no TnL 
al to its truth, - Lat | 
They 1 who find fault with Chriflianit ty for : i 
propoſing ſuch great myſteries to our beliefy, "2M 
and would have all things ſo plain and obvious, 
that they ſhould command and force affenr, 
ſhould firſt trie their reaſon in ſolving the dif- 
ficulties of of 1 nature; andif notwithſtanding all © 
their labour and coil, after the molt accurate 
reſearches into the nature of {enſible beings,of 
things that we daily ſce and handle, of things | 
that ſeem to lie level with our underſtanding, 4 
and are no way diſproportionable to it, they 
cannot pretend to a perfect knowledg of them, 
if the ordinary operations of nature be ſoab- 
ſtruſe, and unintelligible, and theſe depths are 
NOT. 


7 


# i6 T he Credibility of the Myſteries 
E x ' not to befathomed, - if her ſecrets are beyond 
FF the diſcovery of the moſt piercing judgment 
Ei | —and reaſon ; Religion with greater reaſon muſt 
be allowed to have its myſteries ; there being 
ſuch a vaſt diſproportion between things rela- 
77 OLGR ring ro God and his nature, and the things of 
"(RFA A Wn tie world; The contemplation « of nature is 
£ TT i c irious and ulet uſetul ;_it is a parrot the ſervice 
= and worſhip we we owe to ( God the Creatour, to 
admire | his wiſdom and power in the beautiful 
frame: and 0 order er of things,which i 1s beſt done 
by enquiring intotheir natures and properties, 
into their powers and operations and qualities, 
by examining the curious contexture and the 
fitneſs and uſefulneſs of their parts, and there 
is nothing in the whole univerſe, but deſerves 
to be conſidered, and very much conduces to 

this end, | 

| This is the buſineſs of Philofophy, and what 
contemplative minds labour in the ſearch of, 
| to diſcover and make out how things were-at 
| firſt made, and are ſtill continued in their be- 
ing, and to find our their peculiar virtues, 


| | £ whereby they produce ſuch a variety ofeffe&s, 
, -F | and how they may be altered or improved for 
EP the 
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the farther uſe and benefic of mankind, No- 
thing of which can be effeQed, at leaſt but 
very impertealy, and in a way ſcarce tolera- 
ble,by aequieſcing in general obſervations, de- 
rived from weak and flight notices, without 
deſcending to ſevere trials and ex periments,or 
by relying upon the principles of "ordinary Phi. 
loſophy, that are contefledly unintelligible, and 
which inſtead of explaining nature, do bur 
perplex and confound the underſtanding, and 
which have nothing to maintain and keep up 
their credit, but the authority of a name and 
the immoderate love of antiquity. But what- 


of 


| Ha hors wk 


ever hypotheſis we fix upon, they who have the 74 £2 - = a 


deepeſt infight into nature will be forced to- 


confeſs, = ſee but a little way, and all that” 


they can pretend to is but conjefture and pro- 
babilicy, that when they may ſeem to arrive at 
ſomeſatisfaRtion in the order and connexion of 
things, it is very poſſible and likely, that 
things may be made and exert their cauſaliries 
otherwiſe, than they ſuppoſe, be their fancy 
never ſo ingenyous, and their reaſon never fo 
profound and ſtrong (for who will be fo pre- 
ſumptuous, as to limit either the wiſdom or 

D power 
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| power of God, that he can do no more, or 


LEE » » muſt do what they faricy?) that there are thou- 
bo] ; ab ne, 
army, 


4, ſands of things, that they cannor give any ſa- 

EL £ 4 risfatory account of, and that the more they 

Lo ſeek ro comprehend the reaſon of things, the 

” more they are ata loſs, rhe more they are diſ- 

 farisfied, and the effe& of their ſtudy 1s no- 
thing but diſorder and trouble of mind. 

Now if we are convinced of the weakneſs 

- inſufficiency of our reaſon in our or - ordina- 

ſpeculations, if it fails us. when we > attempt 

L we Ra - & togive an account of our ſelves, and the ope- 

a =—T oath ration « of ou _our minds, and when we have todo 

” 4 > ti, Low 9/%e. with plainn matters of ſenſe, how unfit and un - 

able muſt it be be ro comprehend and make out 

things, that ſtand at that infinite diſtance from 

ic, ro which it bears no proportion ? ? They 

may as well pretend that all theſe great diffi- 

culties and perplexities, we meet with in the 

conceptions of things, ſhould be taken away, 

that all men ought to be born complear Philo- 

ſophers.and be inſpir'd with the perfe& know- 

ledg of things, which they cannot atcainto af- 

cer ſeveral years, ſpent in labour and ſtudy,that 


nothing ſhould exiſt, but what we can con- 
celve, 


YR 


F4 Q. &< © wy” 
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ceive, and that the truth and: poſlibility of 
things ſhould not derive from the will and 
pleaſure of God, and from that [Jea he has in 
his divine underſtanding, bur only take their 
meaſures, and be judged by thoſe narrow con- 
ceptions, we borrow from ſenſe, Men are not 
to be diſputed our of the belief of | their ſenſes, 


250 G07) 
A «4 q 
= ets en a 


that there is No ſuch thing as motion, or con- "i — 
tinuity of parts in extended macter, becauſe of 7 if Pears -; 


the great difficultics, tha a actend the he concepti- W- wy ; 

on of tiiem, and things are daily produced and 

by degrees arrive atthe perfeRion of their be- 

ing, and perform aQtions ſuitable to their re- 

ſpe&ive nacures,though Philoſophers diſagree in 

cheir opinions,and are diſſatisfied one with a- 

nother.and cannot tell how or in what manner 

they do all this, : = 

2, ThusVature has its MyStertes;and who will 4 yo 1 


"Ralihnny "OY Aa ty þ Zays 4, I 


od 
undertake to explain Secondly,the MySteries « of — OA 


Providence, and account for all thoſe extraordi- 


nary events, which have hapned in all ages of | te ; 
the world_;_0 the depth of the riches both ) of the _ A+ 4 = = 


ene ow 


w [dom and power of God - ; bow p unſearchable are © > - Sn , =—_ 
his Judgments , and his wayes pa es pa#l finding out / <7 -<, R_ 
Rom. xi, 33. It is preſumption to enquire too 17 ] 

D 2 bufily ! 
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T be Credibility of the Myſteries 
bulily inco the ends and reaſons of God's pro- 
ceedings with men, as well as implety to find 
faulc with them. This ſhould fatisfie vis,that 
God, who is of infinite perfeQton, neither does 
nor can do any thing, that is unjuſt ; that he 
governs the World by an infinite wiſdom , that 
he permits men to a according to the liberty 
of their will ; and that they ſtand accountable 
co him for the ations of their lives ; and that 
they are but his inſtruments to bring about his 
eternal purpoſes and decrees ; and that nothing 
comes to paſs without his ordering or torefight; 
and that all thoſe croſs diſpenſations ere for 


Td wo 5. Wiſe ends, beſt known to himſelf. Why things 
JAY. arethus, for inftance, why the 7ews were lele- 
01M fed by him to be his peculiar pe —_ why 
gr"; thece 


7 f_—_ 


EPL hear £4 ts 597 75 lie yet unconverted, ns the like, muſt be re- 
EEoaceo nn 47 © ferred wholly to his divine will and pleaſure, 
K: .. | which i is guided by rules les of eternal refitude 

and _widdom. El it abundantly content us 
in all changes and chances of this mortal lite, 
1n all thoſe diſtinguiſhing a&s of Providence, 


that are every where viſible between Nation 
and 
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_ and Nation, or between man and man'in re- 
ſpe& of the outward conditions and ſtates of 
being, that God will have it ſo, God is wonder- ok amnodandde x £; 


ful in his doings with the children of men, Theſe ©” 
things call for our admiracion ; They are ſe- 
crets not to be enquired into ; which way ſo- 
ever we look, whether up to > heaven, or down %> 
upon the earth and ſea, and obſerve what | is” 
done in each, or whether we turn our eyes in- 
ward, we ſhall find our ſelves ſurrounded with 
wonders, t00 great for our knowledg, ande- 
nough | «YN > baffle and confound our curioſity, 
and to convince us, that there is as well an in- 
finite diſtance berween GoJand us, in reſpe&t 


of wiſdom, as of power. Now would theſe: - 


men have the ſtate of things altered and chan- 
ged.and the world new modelled,and new laws 


given to mankind, and a new nature roo, and. 


all chings reduced to an eafter order, and re- 


 gulaced by their fancies, thac ſo nothing may 


be above their capacity and underſtanding ? 
Whar is this, but the effe& of a fooliſh pride, 
that 1s dilcontented and troubled,chat ſo many 
things are out of his reach and power, and that 


- will ſcarce be brough: toacknowledg,chat God 


Can: 


LEAs, Faw 2243. 
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can do,more than they fancy or comprehend ? 
£ 3. Befides,thoſe who objeQt againſt che in$H1- 
2h; — —_———— 
2 £09, tutedreligion of our Saviour,the greatneſs of its 
f Py al.  a4-tmyſteries, may uſe _the ſame arguments againſt 
" fog: the principles of natural religion, That there is 
g,08 - PL - genre re , 6:00%_ 269 7 HINCION 
, <2 =: aninfinite being,in whoſe Idea is effentially in- 


= jo TED 
4 - not tt ©—cluded all poflible perfeRion, is the voiceand 


J : + 6 A - 
_—_ Thee, rp th diate of nature 3 n and conſcience, 


Cerm1 F EC pr to Ae 19 S jo 
_ - er/4=-2apd evidenced by the conſtant and uninterrup- 
LL. loawgutr e © +7 - ps re 
-—+how ” 4-4t6d order and courſe and frame of the univerſe, 


—————_ Cr ___—————_ I Co 


and by the univerſal conſent of mankind, who 
have rites and ceremonies of religion, their 

Prieſts and their Sacrifices, to whom they offer 

up prayers and oblations, to whom they ap- 

peal for juſtice when injured, and to whom 

they flie for refuge and ſuccour, when they 

are diſtreſſed and in danger, as it were by in- 

ſtin&, and without any deliberation. Burt 

2 . notwithſtanding this_evidence_and clearneſs 

= i FIYED and demonſtration of the exiſtence of a _Gog, 
4 ca *they will not pretend to underſtand fully the 


A, ar {47)., nature of the Godbead. That Gods infinite in 


efſence and power, and that all things owe 
their being 'to his will, they muſt be forced to 
confeſs, orelſe deny his being, and fancy an 

infinite 
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infinite ſeries of caules, infinite periods of mo. 
tions, and an infinite ſucceſſion of generations, 
which is abſurd and contradiious and im- 
potſible, though they have only a negative no- 
tion of infinity, Our underſtandings can- 


not reach ſo far, as to have a compleat and. 


comprehenfive notion of it : and when we can- 
not give ſatisfaftory accounts concerning the 
aftc&ions of a natural budy.,as motion, place, 
time ; much leſs can it he expeRed, that we 
{ſhould do this concerning eternity, immenfity, 
or the other neceſſary and effential attributes 


of God : fo that the difficulty of conceiving - /. Ath 
a thing does not any way hinder the cruch and Fo 


poſlibilicy of its exiſtence, However the me molt ” 


— — CC 


ſcrupulous and inquifitive may be farisfied, 
thar there are ſuch attributes, and that conſe- 


. quently upon a refleQHion, not only on the na- 


cure of God,but on che ſcant meaſures of know- 


ledg in creatures, it is neceſſary, they ſhould 


be above our reach and comprehention, As 


we may diſcover much in a curious piece of 


art, or wonder of nature, as the Load-ſtone, 
or any Eledrical body : we may find out ſome 
virtue In a plant, or mineral, or peculiar ſort 


of 
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| of earth ; and yet oftentimes after a labori- 
; ous ſearch, the beſt NaturalisTs are forced to 
confeſs, that there is or may be at leaſt a 
great deal more, than what they have diſco- 


vered. 
hk 150 ro ſtan) » ” 7. But here, they ſay, that the underſtanding 


| 24 Lent re Tride does nor can admit of any y thing incre- 
F=dible ; and we fay ſo too. Ged doth not, 

7 44 and conſequently the ChriStian Religion, which 
+ is the dotirine and revelation of God, does not 
y | propoſe any thing to us, as the obje@ of our 
faith, that is really impoſſible in it (elf, and 

involves in it a perfe& and manifeſt contra. 

dition ; and nothing leſs can or ought to be 

judged incredible, But when they pretend, 


that no propoſition ought or can be believed 


__ prght neg a ther, than it may be cleared up to the un- 
wry: 7 #5 $4 we "fcrftanding by the evidence of natural rea- 


6 e I + fon, or of the things themſelves S contained in 
er hi 1291 » 4x, we rejeft it as an unjuſt and unreaſonable 
| demand, which will fully appear by ſhewing 
L -1þ the falſencſs of both parts of the {uppoſi- 
Cre 5, tin, 
| img _— porn Kb Ic is utterly falſe,that nothing 1s credi- 


fo tbe PRs, 


+400 | Le, bur but what can be proved and made our by 
| reaſon, 
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reaſon, There are indeed ſeveral degrees of —_—_ Fay 
credibility, according to which the mind does 54446 +: 


admit ſome things with a greater eaſe and free- 
neſs than 1 others, But however be the matter 
propoſed never ſo unlikely or unuſual, if the 
authority be juſt and good, ic muſt not there- 
fore be pronounced incredible, becauſe per- 


| Chance It is not fully agreeable to the preſent 


ſtate of affairs and praRice of the World, or 
becauſe I have ſome little prejudice againſt ir. 
Foras ina matter of fa&, where there are ſuf- 


and d knowledg, wh when I have all the aſſurance © 


in the World,that ſuch a matter is capable of, 
and that he could not miftake in underſtanding 
ic, and that his words and thoughts do not in 
the leaſt diſagree, when I can obje&. nothing 
but a groundleſs ſurmiſe, that poſſibly,aad for 
ought I know, it may be otherwiſe, this will 


| challenge my aflenc, and be a ſufficient warrant 


co me to believe ir, whether I have aclear [ea 
of it or no : for this unlikelineſs and ſeeming 
repugnancy of ir, may ariſe from my being ig- 


--norant of ſeveral circumſtances, the knowledg 


of which would render it probable and eafle : 
EK io 
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. ſo is it in matter of Doftrine ; whatſoever is 


propoſed by God, becomes thereby immedt- 
ately credible, and my aflent is rational and 
_ though the thing be above my apprehen- 


- and this I muſt aſcribe to the greatneſs 
—7 he obje, and the imperfetions of my rea- 


Ci 


">ſon, which neither is nor can pretend to bean 


arbiter and d judge | in fuch matters, which are too 
high for it : ſo that before a man can ſafely pro- 


nounce a doftrine, thac is revealed. incredible, 
and rejed itas fuch,he muſt queſtion the pow- 
er and veracity of God, and maintain,that no- 
thing 1s pofiible,but what we can.comprehend ; 
and thus under a pretence of caution, betray 


the greateſt immodeſty in the world, when he 


kiruſelf believes ſeveral other things, upon the 
bare:teſtimony of men, which neither his wit 
nor aariofity, nor his reaſon: can ever beable 
fatisfa&orily to. make out and demonſtrate, 


2, Ir is equally falſe, that no Propoſition 
,2. ought to be believed, but what may becleared 


ARS - up to the u underſtanding by the evidence of of the 


_ OO ——_—— —— —_—_— 


©" things tl themſelves. The falſeneſs of which aſ- 


£,, ſertion1 ſhall fully evince in theſe three partl- 
5 ants by ſhewing 


:, That 
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: *_ That it deſtroyes the nature of _ _ z *s 7 


"2. It takes away the bleſſedneſs and re- af 0 Fadhd/ ,= of i 


cam 


—— ————  — 


wardableneſs annexc to it. 7 

3. It retfleds on the Wiſdom and Sove- rt veg Ggiy — i 
raignty y of God, who may, if it pleaſes him him, 27 592 ® hit 
propoſe ſuch things to us,and command us A 

to believe t them, we. 
"*. i It deſtroyes the nature of Faith, To © He me # 4 
believe in.general, in the proper notion of it, 7 4<- + = EET Fd, 


S$Les Pm oy Aa 17S 
18 fo aſſent T6 tO things upon the diſcovery and pode Li; ovary off 
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atteſtarion of others, which arenotevident and [*-/<<> 
apparent « of themſelves ; that is, when I have 
no demonſtrative or ſenfible knowledg of 
things, 1 admit and judge them to be true, not 
becauſe T eitker ſaw them, and can affure my 
ſelf of them by any of my other ſenſes, or be- 
cauſe they are fo evident to my reaſon, that I 
muſt needs embrace them, as a principle :or 
conclufion in Philoſophy, but becauſe T have 
received them from another, who informs me 
and gives me this account of them, tor whoſe 
fake I afſent to them as real and certain, By ,, 5 1, -_ ; nah 
which it is diſtinguiſhed from ſcience, which 7. e.-- for» 4; ” fre 47 ws 


- ie qr © IS 


is grounded upon the evidence and clearneſs of 7/777.” fas it 147 
&r bow 
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the apprehenfion of the reſpective propos» 


©z —— 


ſirions or objetts, when things are fo plain 


hee Rn 


the oppoſite members of a true and per- 
- -fe& contradiQion cannot belong to the ſame 
thing at the ſame time, that equals added 
to equals make equals, that in a triangle , 


three angles are always equal to two right 
angles, and the like. And the like affu. 
rance and certainty of knowledg 1s gained, 
when we draw conclufions according to 
rule and the laws of method from firſt prin- 
ciples, which are affented to, afloon.as they 
are propoſed, and the terms underſtood ; 
wheng$- there is an immediate dependance 
and connexion of things, and one thing na- 
curally follows. another ; Then we are faid 
ro know a thing, when we can run It up to 
its firſt principles, can trace its original and 
cauſe,and underſtand its efte&s and opera- 
IONS. = | 
This diſtinftion being ſo juſt and natural, 
to call for evidence and demonſtration tn 
things propoſed to be believed,is to confound 
different afſents of the mind, to turn Religion 
into 
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into Science, to deſtroy the truth of Hiſtory, 
and Tradition, and Revelation, ard to fall into 
Scepticiſm,and doubt whether any thing be cer- 
tain, bur what we ſee and can prove and 
repreſent by a Scheme, and at laſt queſti- 
on whether our Senſe, and what we call 
our Reaſon do not deceive us, or elſe, 
which is the efte& of a greater phrenſfie , 
run our ſelves into this groſs abſurdity , 
that we are as wiſe as God, and that he can 
do no more, than what our groſs fancies will 
have him. 
That then (ſome of the grand articles of 
Religion are not fo. clear, as Propoſitions in. 
Metaphyſicks or Theorems in Geometry, or.in- 
deed are not clear at all, cannot be objeted 
againſt their credibility, They. are in them- 
ſelves as certain and as infallible ; nay more 
certain and. more infallible, 1t infallibility 
may be ſuppoſed to. admit of degrees ; 
but in reaſon, it cannot be expected, our 
knowledg of them ſhould be as explicit and 
as clear : Supernatural Truths are not, can- 
not be determinef! or judged of by proofs, 
derived from nature or ſenſe ; they have pro- 


per 
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per proofs of their own, as'all other arts and 


ſciences have. 

To judge of theſe things therefore by our 
narrow conceptions, 1s a moſt falſe and un- 
warrantable way of procedure ; and indeed 
it cannot ſeem ſtrange, that fo much Error 
and Blaſpbeny and all that direful train of He- 
reſies, in matters relating to God and Relj- 
gion, which have ſo much diſturb'd the peace 
of Chriſtendome , ſhould ſpring from this one 
abſurd and corrupt principle. Hence it was 

= alſo, thac © Orphens,and the 

A EE rownd theloe- Other Greek Poets have dreſ. 
kay —— up their Gods in the ha- 
_— bit and figure of men, and 
cloathed chem with all the infirmities and paſ. 

fions incident to humane nature, and hereby 

made way for all the debaucheries and ſuper. 

ſtitions, that luſt could poflibly ſuggeſt, or a 

rroubled fancy invent. They made uſe of no 

other faculty to judg of God, but a groſs ima- 


, ; | - 
(b) In his Epiſtle ro Zerodetus , as gination 5 Epicurus upon 


it is extant in Diceenes Laertius p p mn 
beets exrorikee Gap this very ſlight Pretence ex- 
Ae 2 beyel 5 aderns vawiirun, x) cluded God from having any 


3s ' A 8 \ JN KI, A ——— ; on . 
onurets 6 pop 5 acgodinm 5:.u72* thing todo in the ordering 


ov Taha yiregae cdit. Londinenfis 
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and governing of the world, 
becauſe he fancied , . this 


not be done without 


anxicty and trouble, like 


_ the due management of a 
great charge or employ- 
ment, which takes up ones 
whole time, and requires 
contrivance and ftudy and 
foreſight co keep things in an 
equal poiſe, to prevene dif- 


3 F 2 0! [2 
Pe285. — This he ef abliſht as one of his . 
xugia iZau,or main principles of his PY// 
Philolophy,n wag: wor x) a:deg]or.trs 
2u7 wegſud]e tyq, w77 dmg mie * 
@5% £75 deryolg Yr% yarn Twibylar* oy : 
eyes way 73 Toidmy , P. ZOCs abi _— 
and laid down therefore in the firſt ure lt, -L 
place by his grout admirer and follower Lo v5 to 
Lucretins in the beginning of his philoſo- 7 ot n+ 
phical Poem,ro make the better way fors © @ fo b C+ 
the Atheiſm,which was to follow,that is, 4 
ro exclude Ged, with a fairer pretence, 
from havingany thing to do,either with 
the framing or guverning of the world, 
and to deny a providence:that cenſure, 

Which Cotta in-7ully mentions to have 
bin paſt upon him by ſeveral], being ex- 
atly true —Yides nonnmllis videri Epi. 
curum,ne in offenſionem Athenienſium ca- 
deret,wverbis reliquifſe Deos,re ſuſtuliſſe, libs 


& LL ,9 


bu. bn. 


oy 1 
Hh any 


his, nn 
- 
WES fp RY 


[4 
? , 


orders, to apply remedies tbeiftica! a3boriſn. 


to the leaſt inconveniences, that otherwiſe 


might quickly grow and improve into a mil- 
chief, and to ſecure all by an equal diftributi- 
on of rewards and puniſhments ; forgetting 
chat God's power is infinite and inexhauſtible; 
that bis eyes reach from one end of the world to the 0+ 
ther, and (ce into the very effences of things ; 
thatall things are at his abſolute diſpolal and 
command ; that trouble only ariſes either from 
fear of ſucceſs, or when we are overwhelm'd: 
with bufineſs, or our ſtrength is not propor- 
tionable or any way ſufficient to ſuſtain ſo 
greata weight, Aetius preſently rejetts the eter- 


nal 


I. de Nat. Deorum, ſpeaking of this very 
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nal generat.on of the Son of God, becaule this does 
not in all things agree with natural generati- 
ons ; and becauſe it cannot be ſo with men,he 
impiouſly and dogmaricaily concludes, it is an 
impoſlible notion, and thinks he has reaſon 
for his blaſphemy and peremptorineſs,by lay- 
ing down ſeven and forty arguments for it, as 
they are numbred and confuted by * Epipha- 
nius in his Panarium, The ſame groſs fancies 
have the Mahometans of this article of faith to 
this day, who deride the ChriSTians, by asking 


Impious queſtions concerning it, and even.in . 


their Devotion renounce it with a great deal of 
earneſtneſs, with a far be it from thee, what the 
ChriStians impute to thee ; as if man were the 
meaſure and ftandard of all things, even of God 
himſelf, who made him, and who is of infinite 
perfeR&ion, beyond the utmoſt reach of fancy, 
or conception. His a&tons and underſtanding 
muſt needs as muchtranſcend ours,as does his 
eflence; Hzs ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts, Ila, lv, 8. 

2. This Hypotheſis of theirs, that nothing 
is or ought to be believ'd but what is cleared 
up tothe underftanding by the evidence of the 

re” things 
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things themſelves, does wholly take away the +117 4 hd Eo L x. | 1 
Bleſſedneſs and Rewardableneſs annext to F aith. Ly F; 


af t / þ 
One neceffary condition to make any aUl-_- fogurs 1: pdae oe F.7 -{ 


on capable of reward or commendation is + * 2 _—_ 
that it flow from a principle of liberty ; and” | 

herein man, who is endowed with reaſon, the 

only true foundation of it,has the preeminence 

. above all other creatures, that a@ only by in- |. 
ſtin&, or the force of appetite, or by neceſlicy Y 
of * Nature ; He becomes hereby as it were * Princivis- 


rum Fhiloſo- 


Lord of himſelf and can at or not aft,accor- yi parc 
ding as he 1s guided by counſel and rational &xxvu.”* 
motives, or meerly as it pleaſeth him ; and ac- 

cording either to the right or ill uſe of this li- 

berty, he is to be judg'd,whether he has deſer- 

ved well or no. That ChryStals ſhoot out in- 

to curious and exaQly regular figures, that the 

flakes of Snow are Hexagonal,and ten thoiWthd 

other Rarities of Nature, are not to the com- 
mendation of the things themſelves ; They 

ſhew admirably the wiſdom of the firſt contri- 

ver of them : the Artiſt, not the Pendulum, is 

_ praiſed,though it meaſures rime ſo exaftly,and' 
performs all irs various motions without any 
Interruption or inequality, becauſe this necel- a 


F farily 
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"dence of Faith, the Apoſtle St, Paul mentions ? 


_ where 
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farily ariſes from a due proportion of weights 
and wheels, and from a juſt adaptation of the 
ſeveral parts of it ; "cis the perfeftion of a man, 
thac he afts treely, and conſequently that he is 
virtuous out of choice, notwithſtanding all 
the alluremencs and jnclinatians of ſenſe, And 
the like is to be ſaid of theſeveral afents of tho 
mind ; if the truths of Religion were in them- 
ſelves ſo clear andevident, that we could nar 
but aſſent, whether we would or no, if they 
could be prov'd by arguments, deriv'd from 
ſenſe or nature , where then would bethe bleſ- 


44.20.25 ſedneſs of Faith our Saviour ſpeaks of, which be- 


| longsto thoſe, who have not ſeen, and yet have be- 
lieved ? when we have a clear and diſtin& per- 
ception of a thing, then we know it ; and he 
muſt be very ſtupid and very pertinacious , 
mY ill not ſubmit tothe truth, and evidence, 
and conviction of a demonſtration. How ri- 
diculous would it be to raiſe a diſpute, and 
heap up arguments againſt clear evidence,and 
pretend diffatisfa&ion in the mid(t of fo great 
certainty, as fcience affords ? If there were no 
difficulty in the notions, where were thar Obe- 
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where would be our ſubmiſſion and humility ? "a t EY) 1 
for a trial © of which I am perſwaded,that many << ly 39673 res —_ | 
' Myſteries are now propoſed by God,which here, x | by, py > +Y { 
| after as a reward of our Faich ſhall be more © _ y% £ : + 
clearly made out to us, and that this ſhall be | ? 
one principal part of the glory that ſhall at- 
tend the bleſſed in the other world, when we 
ſhall be diveſted of thoſe circumſtances, that 
now hinder the exertions of Reaſon, when our 
underſtandings ſhall be enlightned , and our 
capacities enlarged, and ourthoughts heighte- 
ned and exalted ; not that it 1s poſlible for the 
moſt refined and raiſed intelle& ever to attain 
co a full and comprehenfive knowledg of.chem 
(for the Angels, thoſe glorious ſpirits, whoat- 
trend the throne, and are continually in the pre- 
ſence of God, humbly vail their faces and a- 
dore) but that what we now know by Faith and 
Revelation only,we ſhall have a ſomewhart clea- 
rer infight into, and be as fully and farisfato- 
rily convinced of, as for inſtance, that there is 
a Trinity of Perſons in one undivided Eſſence, as if 
we underſtood the manner of their ſeveral ſub- 


Me "Ba. 
fiſtences. WV rf@cr7 Pane Fo rev] 


3. Itretlefts upon the Wiſdom and Power ts 3 


' Fm. of 
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of God, who may, If it he pleaſe, propoſe theſe 


things to us and command us to believe them, 


fry Me bb -> gFor Tor that God may do this, who can queſtion ? 


F222. + 


or r deny, that we are as much obliged to give 
up our judgments and underſtandings, as our 
wills, to his will, to affent to any ſpeculation 
or truth of dodrine revealed by him, as to any 
mode of of inſtituted worſhip commanded by 
him, or any precept 0 of { Morality ; and char I 
am not to obje& and throw in my little con- 
jeftures and probabilities, becauſe it is not al- 
cogether, or in the leaſt, evident to my reaſon, 
when the nature of the thing renders it impoſli- 
ble that it ſhould, or if it did not, yet his com- 
mand ſhould be enough to force my affent ? 
now to fancy, that nothing is or ought to be 
credible, but what can be made out and clea- 
red up to the underſtanding by the evidence 
of the things themſelves, deſtroyes this ſuppo- 
fition, which has irs certainty from,and is ſup- 
ported by,ſeveral of the divine attributes. The 
Wiſdom and Power of God are both infinite, 
and therefore he knows more,and can do more, 
than. what we poſlibly can conceive : otherwiſe 
we muſt equal our little knowledg, which we 

chiefly 
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chiefly derive from-rhe images and repreſen. 
tations of things in our minds,and which every 
contemptible inſe& and vegetable is too big 
for, with his ; and upon the ſame account, we 
muſt fancy our power equal too : which-is the 
effett of an irrational pride and madnefs, like 
that of the ApoFFate Angels, and by conſe- 
quence, throw off our dependence upon him, 
and deny to yield obedience to his laws,. be- 
cauſe they do- as much croſs our vitious and 
corrupt inclinations, as the MySteries of our 


Faith do our narrow conceptions and ſenti- 
ments. An infinite underſtanding only can. 


fully comprehend an infinite-perfe&ion ; ſuch 


a proportion between the faculty and the ob. 
jett being altogether neceſſary : for if it could 
be comprehended by a finite intelleCt,it would 
immediately ceaſe to be infinite, How inſuffe- 
rable then is ſuch an inſolence ! How-vain and 
fooliſh are ſuch imaginations! and every high 
thing, as the ApoSTe ſpeaks, extravagant fancies 
and -conceits, that get intothe brain, that exalt 


themſelves againſt the knowledg of God, which 


ought to be captivated and made ſubje& upon 
the higheſt Reaſon in the World to the obedi- 
1 .- ence 


3] 
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/ ence and doftrine of Chriſt : which will appear 


| = 84 by deſcending to the 
4 ; ff en; | » dhe ;2445 2, Second Particular, 1 propoſed to make 


ar Jon? PRs good, | that the Chriſtian Religion requires us to 
believe 1 its Myfteries updn ſuch grounds, as we 
- cannot reje&t without doing violence to our fa- 
culties, and conſequently, that the rejeQting 
andidis disbelieving them muſt be unreaſonable. 
"1 WF _ _ —_ are = = 
1+ 4". That we believe a mit the divine 
[600200 Revelations. 
2rhot fre Abrwtht +7,” That we That we yield hs and ſubmic 
| £4 —77; p , our 1r_ underſtandings and all the powers of 
& U$.C0-h 9h our r ir minds to the Will of God. | 
FA hb root odinns 1, That Le adadirdivies Re. 
[ 5 £55 2h *velations ; becauſe God is of infinite veracity, 
Ee Gore YT Yand tot deceive is repugnant to the holineſs of 


C 


| oe his Nature ; there isan utter impoſlibility in it. 
Now if we repoſe ſo much truſt and confidence 

ina friend, becauſe we have tried him, and 

know that he is a man of great integrity, and 

that he abhors the very thought of deceiving 

any one with the leaſt falſchood, and ſpeaks 

exally according to his knowledg without any 

* **" reſervedorſecret meaning or equivocation;or 
| CON- 
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' concealing part of the propoſition in his mind 
that it may be otherwiſe underſtood than he i IN, 
tends it. z much more with all the readineſs of* 
ſubmiſſion of mind imaginable are we to re- 
celve, whatever comes from God, withour the- 
leaſt demur,or doubt,or contradigion. This + 
an infinite and eternal reftitude does juſtly 
challenge from us ; for God may affoon deny ,. 
his being, as falfifie his word ; ſo that whoe= | @_ 1,e © 1 I 
ver-goes about to queſtion or disbelieve ar any 2 pow far 
thing that God 'd has revealed, will run himſclf = Ta _ | 
upon. one « of theſe two groſs and abſurd impi-. , - Zain if FIAT 
ties, either doubt w whether God himſelf has ay Ge ho th rf 8 
exatt and perfet kn knowleds of thoſe things, ha on. mY”. 
has propos'd to our belief, or whether he fas. 
been juſt and true to_deliyer what he knows, 
It is a mot rational concluſion of St. Zohn- 
1 Ep:$}.v,10. he that believeth not God,has made 
him a lyar. No difficulty then can or ought 
to deter me from the belief of a thing, if God” 
| has oncerevealed it ; nor can the mind of man- 
*  poſlibly defire a greater ſatisfa&tion than this, . HA 8 2 <:6f 
2, That we yield obedience and ſubmit our _ pon yen = i | 


underſtanding ngs and all the powers_of our. .4 + a 
_ mindsto the wi will of God, tor 


| JOE 


as ara * 


40 _ Credibiluy of the Myſteries | 
Ak 6r4 ave- 3 oooh That there are thouſands of things de 
Ei; Soto above our knowledg and conception can- 


ef be deemed by any, without the higheſt 
immodelly, ; an unju[fÞaſtulatum. 


r= hs Thar all or at leaſt moſt of our knowledg 

rae Pati ingrom nk, from Tenſe, the more things are freed 
[Ss "Fes "and re abliratied from the eatanglements of groſs 

fron matter, the more difficult is the" conception ; 
Bis becauſe they fall Teſs under the examination of 
.our ſenſes, from which we receive ſo great pre- 
judices in our infancy and childhood, which 
make that deep impreſſion on our fancies, thac 
they arenot eafily to be removed, 


manz3. God by virtue of his abſolute dominion 


and ſoveraignty may command us to affent to 
WP EEn—_ 
things above our reach, and conception, and 
knowledg. -— "ie 1 Ee ALE no 
more than a mans will can preſcribe and ſer 
to him a Law, becauſe its whole and only 
power conſfiſts in the liberty of obeying or not 
obeying of a Law preſcrib'd by a ſuperiour 
Power, Whatſoever Doftrine therefore is 
delivered and revealed by God, becomes im- 
mediately credible, by reaſon of che authority, 


that does accompany it, and enforce it upon 
us. 
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us. The Articles of Faith carry along with 
them ſufficient motives of Credibility, but then 
theſe motives muſt not be fetched from the na- 
cure of che things themſelves,as if they were to 
be ſo evident, that our Reaſon might fully diſ- 
cover their connexion and dependance, but 
from without ; that is, my Faith is rightly 
grounded, and an obligation lies upon me to 
believe, what is propoſed by God, if it be evi- 
denced fo co be, by juſt and rational proofs ; 
and if che #athority be certain and infallible : 

God therefore declaring his Will,and confirm- 
ing the Revelations he has made of it by his di- 
vine Power; this latter is a fufficient proof,;and 
a juft and rational ground of my Belief; for 
how abſurt would ir be for any one, becauſe 
he earnot- comprehend and make out a thing 
flly,which in the rtarure of it, and by reaſon 
of our wealknefs and incapacity, is incompre- 
henfible, and which he dughit toacknowledg to 
be fuck, untefs he will prefume to meaſure E- 
rernicy and graſp Infinity with a ſpan,therefore 
ro doubt of fo plain a truth, as this is,that the 
divine Power cannot bemade ufe of to confirm 
"y Propefition;bur what is txaQly true and cer- 
ain ? 


—_— .- DT En OE OT can I 
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tain? ſothat this is notto forego our Reaſon,as: 
the. Socinians plead, for nothing is more agreea- 
ble to-the principles of right Reaſon, but coat 
according to it ; and therefore toſay that we 
Believe UE ww not what,.if they mean, that the 

. objeQs of our Faith cannot be proved to exiſt - 
with the ſame kinds of proots, as what is pre- 
ſented to our ſenſes, or as a propriety may be 
demonſtrated of the ſubje& of a ſpeculative 
Science, this cannot be any prejudice at all to 
our belief, becauſe in all Faith,whether Humane 
or Divine, there cannot be the ſame clearneſs 
and evidence, but that there are ſuch Obje&s 
of our Faith we are as certainly affured, as if 

jo we had a particular demonſtration of each, 

Now that the MySeries of Chriſtianity are con- 

firm'd by ſuch an authority, and therefore are 
co be believed by us,and conſequently that the 
ChriftianReligion requires our afſent tono more, 
than what is apparent to be God's Will, we have 
/--! *®Uy thisaflurancethat they were atteſted and made 
age ond #5 good by the miracles of our Saviour ; by theſe 
ES 11.4 he proved his Commiſſion. to-be deriv'd from 
Heaven. This was the belief of the Jews in ge- 
neral,both Learned and Unlearned, Nicodemus 
Ew WAS 
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was fully convinced of the truth and evidence 
of it, 7oh.iii, 2, Rabbi, we know, that thou art a 
Teacher come from God,for no man can do thoſe mi- 
raches, that thou doft, except God be with him. In 
the caſe of the blind man, who was reſtored to 


his fighr,the doubt was rational, How can a man, 
that 3 z a ſinner do _ miracles 2 Joh. Ix, 6. 
God, EE 


him n do. It was nothing, bur a moſt unjuſt pre- 
judice to.our Saviours Perſon,and to the mean. 
neſs of his Birth and Parentage, arifing from a 
falſe principle concerning the temporal King- 
dom of the Meſſtzs, through a miſunderſtand- 
ing of the Propheſies, that made them, againſt 
their Belief and Conſcience,reje& the authori- 
ty of ſo many. evident and often repeated mj- 
racles;and though they would not acknowledg 
kim for their Meſſias, that came in a way of hu- 
mility and meekneſs, ſo oppofite to their hu- 
mours and expeQations, who thought of no- 
thing, but triumphs and revenge 3 yet they are 
forced to acknowledg,that the Meſſtas could not 
do greater;and laſtly our bleſſed Saviour appeals 
G 2 ce) 
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to miracles, as to his credentials, as being a 
moſt rational motive to work faith in the minds 
of the moſt ſcrupulous ; if ye believe not me,be- 
lieve the works that I do, This then is a ſuffici. 
ent confirmation of our Sawours miſſion, and 
of the do&rine He and the Apoiles delivered 
from him, and preach'd through the ſeveral 
parts of the World, which they travelled, and 
after put in writing for the benefit and greater 
ſatisfaQtton of all ſucceeding Generations, Nor 
are we now at this great diſtance of time to call 
for new ſigns from Heaven, or to defire a farther 
confirmation of what hath been received fo w- 
niverſally for ſo many ſucceflions of Ages, 
The holy Scriptures are the auchentick Regiſters 
of the Dotirine and Revelations of God, and that 
I may add this by the way, were they but of 
humane” authority, they deſerved not to be 
drolled upon;::but to-be treated with an equal, 

if not a greater, reſpe&,than Pohbius, or Lin, 
not only upan the account of their Antiquity, 
but for thaſe/txoellent remarks they cantain, 
and the 7heifts of our Age may as well doubr, 
whether there were ſuch a man as Cyrus and 
Alexander, as "_— and Foſbua, and queſtion 


whether 
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whether Cicero wrote thoſe Orations, and the 
other excellent Books, that go under his name. 
or Virgil thoſe admired Poems, as whether 
St. Mathew or St, Fobn, who were the known 
Diſciples of Chrift, and converſed daily with 
him for aboye three years together, wrote 
thoſe Goſpels, which contain the H; tory and Ads 
of his Life and Death. 

Upon theſe evidences our affent is raiſed, 
which make it rational and juſt ; our Faith is 
reſolv'd into the teſtimony of Ged,which is oh- 
ly the rule of it, we believe nothing, but what 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles taught, for which 


we have the authority of their words,and what 
the whole number of Chriffian People embra- 


ced and received, as the juſt and true meanirg: 
of them, Now becauſe we cannot reconcile. 


theſe expreſs and clear Revelations of the Go- 
ſpel, laid down in plain expreſſions, as that 
Chrift 33 the fon of God, was in the beginning with 
| God, before the world was made, God manifeſted in 
the fleſh, God bleſſed for ever, and that he and the 


father are one (not to deſcend to the other Arti- 


cles,which are laid down as clearly) with our: 


Narrow conceptions of things, is moſt irratio- 
nally. 
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nally to conclude againſt God in favour of our 
ſelves, meerly for this 'only reaſon, becauſe we 
cannot tell or underſtand, how it can or ſhould 


be,when he hath told us expteſly ic is fo, Here- 
.upon they heap up ſtrange and abſurd inter- 


pretations of Scripture, and which are impoſli- 


ble to be true ; they deny to words their pro- 


per, and natural and genuine fignifications ; 
they fancy nothing but improprieties and am- 
biguities of expreflion ; and-admit of abſurd 


- netians for all their high vaunts and pretences 


to reaſon, which-deſtroy the very deſign and 
inſticution of Chriſtianity. Thus our moſt bleſed 
Saviour, the only begotten ſon of God muſt be,only 
lo x7 yo ewv,or x7 Texonny X zerlnv. Bis, God 
only by grace and favour, and for the holineſs and 


(a) Thy 5 xeiedy ac:girlw niyuer Excellence of his life,as ©? Ebion, 


F aanSeiag, xj yes oy ydv ©:8 x7! arg- 
Yo1)v x} x7! Tunatyar dyanu'yis © ayou- 
Sev #35 auldy pperrpirns. Epipbanius 
in hzreſt Ebioneorn2.q..z eſt KXX.ſeft. 
XVIII, ex edit. FPetawine Periſtis 1622. 
Pag. 142» 
; (b) Epiphanius in hereft 4 imorum, 
PA 5 queef LXIK, fe XVII p41. 
bs 2 | (c) Gregorizs Abulpharagius, in hifto- 
i 2:4. x Mes; rig Dynaſtiarum, Arabice, p. 129, edit. 
- bi ond, inkie. Oxon. 1663. Eu:7cbins In Annelibus Alex- 
"ah. 16 4g. andrinis Arabice, edit.Oxon. parte pr i- 
fee 4 <> po397, 8 441 


and © Arius, and © Paulus 
Samoſatenus uſed to blal- 
pheme of old, or Dews Fa- 


er t———_—_—_—_—__ 


fu, a Created God only, ſuch 


—}_ 


by Deſignation and "Office, as 


our modern Socinians 1mpi- 
ouſly diſtinguiſh, when, not 


< tee; wg '.__-only the name, buttheeſlential Attributes of 
4 FB if hehe - er _ NATTY hr pa ed i 


the 


* © MO a hee; —— Bt rs 4 
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the Godhead are aſcribed to him. Thus the Do- 


arine of the Ever bleſſed Trinity,wbich is clearly 


contain'd in the form of &? 
Baptiſm, as- might fully be 
made good againſt rhe ex- 
ceptions and cavils of Wo. 


ſegenius,and in St. Fob.v.7. (a 


© Verſe written by the ſame 
hand chac wrote all the reſt 
of the Epiſtle, as it is moſt 


evident from the verſes in 


conjun&ion with it, which. 


would be altogether defe&ive 


and imperfe& without it, 
however it be omitted in the 


Alexandrine Manuſcript,rather 


by chance (for that is not the 


only. omiflion in that Copy) 


(d) Tt.is argument drawn from the- 


Form of Paptiſn, is gererally m.de ule 
of by all the antient Fathers, agaiuft r] e 
blaſphemy of $.rbe/lins, Arms, and the 
reſt of the Hereticks, who hid depert- 
ed fi om the true faith,cftabliſhr ur firſt, 
to follow phanſies and inventions of 
their own. Bur reſerving thele nu- 

merovus Citations for another work, 1 
ſhall contert my ſeif at preſent to ſay 
with the Author of the Breviarium frdet 
adverſus Arianos who lived above 12co 
yeors fince,pur out by the moſt learned 
Sirmondus,to whom the world is ſo mt ch 
obliged, for his publiſhing ſeveral wri- 
tings of the antients,out of MSS. —— 

Qui [ Spiritus ſunus] fi Deus non effet, non 
in baptiſmo in uno nomine Tiitaty patri 
Gr filio ſociuretur, ficut ſeriptum eſt, ubi 
regulam baptiſini peſuit ipſe Dominus + /te, 
inguit, baptizate omnes gentes in nonine 
Patris,0g Fili,ty Spirius Sarttis Quod 


folum teſtimonian deteret hevetichs ſuff cere - 


ad credulitatem inſiparabiluTrinitati-yquia 
nec ipft audent aliter baptizare,ne rigulam 
Domint eorrumpere videartur, Et ubi unum 


nomen dicitur, ibi (dy meojor (F mincr ear 


cluditur. 
(e) Of thi ſee the 4 pendix. 


than deſign, as if 


it had favoured the Herefie of the Amtitrinita- 
rians;) this Doftrine of the 7rinity, 1 ſay,muſt 
be exploded, becauſe they cannot fatisfie their 
bold curioſity, as why the emanation of the. 
Deity ſtops at three HypoFFaſes, that 1s, why the 


Divine 


Eſſence is not communicated to more. 


than Three Perjons,, and how. it can be Commu- 


nicated | 


© 
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Et ge 23; 
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' us 1 4r / Ws and yet alrogether remain Undivided, 


and the like. That. this Article was prcily 


—_— ————_—— ae 


be evinced hence, that the Heothens of = 
times uſed to_upbraid the ChriStans with the 


belief 0 of ſo o unlikely A Dottrine. Thus Critias 


in the Dialogue Philopatris ( which if not Lu- 


clans, was written however in Trajan's time ,, 


whoſe vicories and ſucceſſes in the EaF, and 
particularly in the taking of Ctefipbon and Ba- 
bylon and other places from the” Perſians, and 
in repreſling the incurfions of the Scythians, 2s 


hapning juſt at that time, are there mentioned) 
when Triephon had expreffed the belief and 


 ſenſeof the Chriſtians about this Article,by ad- 


juring v*1putdorln Ocoy pt yer dpBeoTor, Ser- 
Y«WvEr VOY MATEO, MILD uCt EXTOCEDO 1EfOV, £Y 
> Dos \ 26 ce \ o ” p © 

£2 Tei! 2; z& £vog Join; ThoTE rounds Dive 
x, ys Oc2y, makes a mock at it, and replies 
witha great deal of impudent raillery ger? jae- 
£1V fa MS oxetc, X; exog 77 AgrS peermr, , 


 yae ag1 jtEEi6, Ws Nut unn©! 0 Teeonwey, or 


oe 1; Atyerc £v Teice, Tein £v;' pt Try rereallhy 
Ig Try ThoSayes'; 11rroyooade 6, Teinkd On, 


©o 


on « s 4 - n 
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of the Chriſtian Religion, 
So far is that from having the leaſt cruth in ir, 
Which the Enemies and Oppoſers of this 
Doftrine affirm, without the leaſt ſhew of 
' Reaſon and Authority, that it derives whol- 
ly from Pythagoras and Plato, and was learn- 
ed in their Schools, and afterwards dreſt up 


by the Fathers, who were admirers of that 


Philophy, and not heard of till the Third or 
Fourth Century. So that upen the whole ic 
will appear, that the Chridtian Religion has juſt 
and ſure evidences, and therefore to fancy, 
which is the only thing they can alledge in 
behalf of their Unbelief, that nothing is or 


can be belieyed, but what ought to be fully | 


comprehended by the Underſtanding, is ſo 
fooliſh, ſo unjuſt, ſo unreaſonable a thing, 
that nothing but intolerable Pride and Ob- 
ſtinacy can poſlibly ſuggeſt ſuch a Thought, 
and conſequently that before any one can 
become an Arrian or a Socinian, he muſt fore- 
- 90 his Reaſon, and forger that God is of in- 
finite Perfe&ion,and forget too,that he himſelf 
1s a Man, 

To draw towards a Period. Criflionity be- 


ing a Great Mfery, and neceffarily _ 
H .M 


pac eab? 


1 _— 


T be Credibility of tbe Myſteries 


It is but a natural inference, that all Qur 


©» py | wrt 574 enquiries into the Articles of it be ſober and 


EE re e  eaaand 


Je fact ye pcs 7 7 * modeſt ; that weexpett nor a a comprehenſive 


Gm 194, <1 pu AY 
T: mn . 
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+> 
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x 
v\ 
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the very firſt Preaching of the Goſpel to this 


knowledg of them; that we be not roo bufie 


and curious in our "Searches into the Secrets 


of God ;, that being conſcious to our ſelves 
of the defefts, and ſhallowneſs, and weakneſs 
of our Reaſon in leſſer matters ; how imper- 
fe& and untrue oftentimes our colleions are 
of ſenſible beings, to which our faculties may 


ſeem proportionate ; and to what'errors and 


delufions we are ſubje&; by taking up falſe 
notions, by fancy and prejudice ; we learn 
to be wiſe' unto ſobriety, and not to think of our 


ſelves, above what we ought 'to think,” It was | 


nothing at firſt, but an overbold curioffcy, 
not content 'with Revelation, and with juſt 
proofs of ir, that raiſed in the mind thoughts 


_ of Disbelief' ; but it ſtopt not here ; it ſoon 


improved into a proud conceit of maſtering 
all the difficulties of Religion by the ſtrength 
of Reaſon ; and to this we may juſtly impute 
the original and growth of all thoſe Hereſtes 
and Blaſphemies, that have been vented from 


day, 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 5 gb 
day. It isa vain thing to thinkto do this; Y 
'tis a paſſing beyond the bounds which God 
and our own Nature hath ſet us; a piece of 
Sacrilegious raſhnels, as Salvian juſtly words 
it, in his third Book De Gubernatione Dei, o* | 
ſpeaking of the various diſpenſations of Pro- 7, LG Lori fel | 
vidence : Hoc ipſum genus qual! Sacrilege teme- _— ang Fats yH 


ritatss et, us [cire cublas quam [tinartis The 777 "HL: . 
F plus ſcire cupias quam ſinari £ Fs 2 22A YL 


Articles of Faith, as they are nor to be tried, X fog re Gains 1 
ſo neither to be proved by the Principles of - 0rfoae's ; 


Mathematicks or Natural Philoſophy. It is as 
oreat folly to attempt it, as to expe it, both 
arifing from a wanrconneſs of Wit, which 
quickly looſes it ſelf in a Labyrinth of wild 
Opinions, and pleafing it ſelf - with new No- 
tions and Ideas, 1s more and more perplext 
and entangled, and is ſcarce ever reducible 
to a right and ſober temper. | 
What ill ſucceſs the Schoolmen have had in 
their attempts this way upon the Articles of 
| Religion, ChriStendome has long fince had ſad 
experience of ; theſe men guilty of the 0- 
ther extream would ſcarce acknowledg any 
thing of Myſtery in it ; all things ſeemed fo 
clear tothem, as if they had had a particu- 
H 2 lar 


" 


T be Credibility of 1be Myſteries 
- lar Revelation 3 they have thrown open the 
Vail, that covers the Ark ; they define boldly, 


and obtrude their Conje&ures tor Oracles. 


St, Paul and St, Fohn ſhall be explained and 
proved by the Writings of Plato and Ariſtotle 5 
thus proſtituting the Majeſty of the Sacred 


« Scriptures, and corrupting the Simplicity of 


the. Chriſtian Religion by their niceties and 
ſubtilities of Diſtin&ions, and expoling it 
the more to the Cavils of Hereticks, who ob- 

ſerving the falſeneſs of their Principles, and 
the weakneſs and. incompetency of. their 
Proofs, are more encouraged to reje& the 
truth of ic. Hereby. roo a Contentious and 
Diſputative Theology has been introduced in the 
Schools ; and unneceffary and bold queſtions 


ſtarted, impoſſible to be. reſolved with any 


ſatisfaQtion, which perplex and confound the 
Underſtanding, and are ſo far. from Building 
us up in our Holy Faith, and from explaining 
the Dodtrine of - it, that it has ſcarce ſuffered 
by any one ching more, Some things we 
may underſtand, but we ſee more to admire, 
which with all our art andſubtility we can ne- 
ver attain to, It is enough, that the Chri- 
w ran 
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flian Religion doth perſwade us by Rational | { 
Arguments to the acknowledgment of its Do- 6:2 
Arine, that ir laies down ſufficient grounds of | k, 
the certainty and neceſlity of our Belief, thar » 
it gives us all the aſſurance we can, with any Ln »/.- M 
modeſty, pretend to, and all the proofs the 


nature of the things, propoſed to our belief, 
are capable of and will bear, *Tis Faith in 
Chris}, that He is the Son of God and the Saviour 
of the World, that denominates us Chriſtians ; 
to deny this, how excellent a Perſon ſoever 
we make him for Meekneſs and Holineſs of : 
Life, is to renounce Chriſtianity, and in efte& | A 
to turn Mahometans ; for they acknowledg Tb” 
Chriſt to have been a Great Prophet, to have 4 
been born of a Virgin, to have been aſſumed into Þ © << NM 
Heaven, and the like. Satis i t pro univerſes ra- hor fey. yt Le1 


_- 
L449 ths ' 
tionibus Author Deus; as the ſame Salvian has 5a 7: pn Jo BE a, 


1 © £<7 
YoA-r 0 ; 


_— 


it, This is that, chat is equivalent to ten 
' thouſand Demonſtrations ; this will level all 'F 


thoſe objeftions, that are raiſed againſt the \ 
Mysteries of Chriſtianity ; that will filence all | 4 
the Sophiſtiry of Corrupt Reaſon, and cut off all f 
thoſe Arguments, which prefumptuous Men p 


are wont to make ; and n—_ if we rightly 
[ CONs 


1 54 T be Credibility of the Myfteries 
1 conſider it, the MySteries_of Chriſtianity, as 


| they are propoſed in the Scriptures, are are by 
Fe A Go 1 = 4, reaſon of the great difficulties, that t attend 


be a3 084fr the co 1 conception of them, ſo far from being in- 


SF 


Is @ 
| 7 8 Lerns Ang "-o<redible, that they ought thereby to ) become 
PA, 6 6/8 7; Emore credi credible ; that is, they are more worthy 


_— md 


bY #7} — —— of the infinite Majeſty and perte&ion of God, 
j 1 4 RA - CT 

| by how much they are above the reach of our 
SKI 4 Faculcies, 

Dip -#- 

RIC 44, - 2, Let us remember that Chriſtianity is a My- 
aha T7 2, is 4 py fry of Godlineſs, and conſequently that the 
Fave 2, © © Great Myſteries of it ought to have an influ- 


ence upon our Lives and PraQtices. As on 
the one hand, to ſay, that theſe Great Articles 
of our Faith are nice Speculations, and the ex- 
plicit Belief of them, as they are propoſed, not 
neceſſary, and to queſtion that Senſe of them, 
in which they have always been received by 
the Catholick Church, is to undermine the Fun- 
damentals of Chriſtianity ; So on the other ſide, 
it takes oft very much from the obligation to 
YN Obedience, and dulls thoſe affe&ions, which 

' a reflexjon on theſe Great Myſteries muſt needs 

| caule in the mind; 

That God ſhould ſend his Son into the 
world 


"A OL TU TP ot OT WT EW L dis — 
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' world to diſcover this Myſtery to us in Per- J 

ſon, and in order to our Redemption, was 

the Effe& of an Infinite Wiſdom, and of an . 

Infinite Love ; that God ſhould be Manifeftedin d 

the Fleſh for our ſakes, and ſubmic himſelf ro 

the weakneſles,and imperfe&ions, and contu- 

melies of the humane nature ; that the Second 

Perſen of the Trinity, Co-eſential and Co-eternal 

with the Father, ſhould condeſcend to afſume 

fleſh, and therein to ſuffer ; a refle&ion on 

chis cannot but fill us with admiration and ” Zr» * 
oY 

love. One great part of the Worſhip we IT Fe * 

owe to God confiſts in our admiring his infi- pant "part" o# 

- nite Perfe&ions ; all our Praiſes and Thanks- cd 6: '- ; 

givings are but the ourward fi pnifications of 

this, | and faint expreſſions of our thoughts, 

which looſe themſelves in the contemplation 


-  _ 3 


3 "ob 
_ ye X 
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of them. Now theſe Myſteries aftord us eter- Bs | | 
nal matter for our admiration. Beſides, what 
greater obligation to Obedience can there pol- | on 


> 4 


þ 


ſible be, than the Revelation of this Myſtery, PX ail 
upon which our Salvation is founded ? A Ho- 441 , » » Bug 
- ly and Religious Life chen is the belt evidence” wY 9/1 w- As A t 
'of our belief of theſe Articles of Chriſtianity be- ; 


yond SEE of Diſputation, This el- A 
58 pecially 
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pecially concerns us, who are dignified with 
the Holy PrieSthood, who are Miniſters of Chris, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. This ſhews, 
that we do more than barely aſſent to the truth 
of them, when they produce in us all, both. 
Prieſts and Lay, theſe effe&ts, for which they 
were principally diſcovered ; that ſo living in. 
obedience to the will of Batt revealed to us by 
his Son, whom he ſent out of his own Boſom, 
and in all holy converſation-and godlineſs, we 
may at laſt be admitted to the light and fruition 
of his glorious Godbead, to fing Praiſes and 
Hallelujah's to the bleſſed Trinity for ever and 
ever, Amen, 
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Appendix. ©." ”. 
; ppt 3. $4: 
; T_ mult be confeſſed, that this b7 —_— Pe 
- S => Verle | erſe is not to be met with i in 
| ſeveral Old MSS. as ; particu- = 
ESE larly in the mentioned y "i mn 96. 
| iq  andrine, now in the Hings ys Li- 
$i at St, Zame's,brought our of Egypt by Cy- 
rillus Lucari,when he removed from the See of 
Alexandria to the Patriarchate of Conflantinople, 
who was ſtrangled by the Zurks in the year 
1638, and ſent to K.Charles I. though not ſo 
antient, I believe, as is pretended, as if it had 
been wrote by the hand of Thecla, an Egyptian 
Woman of an honourable ExtraQ&ion, and a 4 
Martyr for the Chriſtian Faith, condemned to p 
the Amphitheatre under Dioclſian.as Euſebius re- | 
lates in the Supplement to the Eight Book of 
his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, which is found in ſe- 
veral Copies,it it be his (cap.3.) before the firſt 
Council of Nice,which is baiely ſaid and con- 
jequred ; and I ſuppoſe, that it may be pro- 
ved,that the Vatican exemplar is the more Genu- 
I ine 
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Appendix. 
ine of the two,and comes nigher the Original, 
It is omitted allo in an ancient Manuſcript in 
the Archives of our Collede Library,containing 
the New Teſtament entire (except the Apocalyps ) 
with the Pſalter and feveral Hymns colle&ed 
our of the Old Teſtament, the words #1 yn be- 
ing alſo wanting in the eight verle,and in feve- 
ral others. Upon this the Enemies of this Do- 
Arine triumph and boldly ' pretend, thar it was 


I rr a iy -4-4inſerted by the Catholicks: Thus to mention on- 


ly one for all, Socinus himſelf in his Commen- 
tary on theſe words—Satzs conftat illa efſe A- 
dulterina,g& ab hominibus, qui ſuum dogma de tri. 
no U9 uno Deo quacung; ratione defendere 49 propa- 
gore wolebant, in hunc locum infarta, But let the 
appeal lye to any indifferent Perſon, which is 


molt likely, that thoſe, who profeſſed their be- 


liet of this Do@rine, which was grounded too 
upon {everal other Texts of. Scripture, and was 
derived down to them from the” firſt Ages of . 
the Church,and which they contended for with 
lo much earneſtnels, ſhould without any ne- 
cellity dare commit, ſuch a Forgerie, which 
could not- but be taken notice of by their 


watchful Enemies, or that this ſhould be done 


_- ” 


- Ch v_ 


| Fl ppendix. 59 ,, P.- & | 
by the Oppolers of this Dofirine,who were ar- 2£ 2. 3 wn 
raigned 1 in general, by all the Catbolick Writers, %, - aca + 3% 
who had to do with them, as falfifiers of —s 9 EY VS, i 
I 
; 


ſacred Records, and were ſo much concern'd 
co doit in defence of their private tenets and 
fancies, and eſpecially to raze this Text, with 
which they were {o opprelled,out of ſeveralCo- - 
pies, from which by Tranſcripts it might eaſi- 
ly be propagated into others: And confequent- 
ly it is not to be admired, that ſeveral of the ; 
Fathers, no not Athanaſius himſelf, nor Cyril ot + 
Alexandria, nor St. Hilary, who defended with x. 
ſo much learning the truth of this great Myte- "7 —_ PoE | 


ry, did not make uſe of this Teſtimony, they TEL Dade 
lighting upon ſome of theſe Tranſcripts;which Bonk, m—_— - oY _—x 
1s to_be faid allo for or St, AusStin, in his is Book, 2. Pate - WA yu 

Chap. 2: 22, againſt Maximinus an Arian Biſhop, A 
for St, Leo in his Epiſtle ro Flawian Biſhop of E 
ConFtantinople, againſt the Herelle of Eutyches, 
Ep. io. Cap.5. for Eucherius de queSfionibus N. 7": 6 ox 5 

Zeftamenti, and for Oecumenius in his Commen.. *% 154% + 


tary on this Epiſtle, and ſeveral others, The - F. 2 * 


ſame reaſon holds for the omiflion of it in the g ©. 4- hall 


Syriack, Arabick, and Fchiopick,” Tranſlations EZ. - < i <a hoof 


Dr OE ro Ins io 9, 


—— RR 


OY 2 
two former of which,as they are now extant,as 44+ et 7 _ 
; L 1 I5 es 


Appenaix. 


is moſt probable, were made long ſince the 


times of Arius,notwithſtanding the pretenſions 
of ſome to a far greater Antiquity, the laſt is 
confeſledly of a later Dare. The ſcarcity of Co- 
pies in thoſe days, and the malitious induſtry 
and cunning of the Hereticks render the conje- 
&ure ſufficiently probable, if no Copy were 
to be found with this Verſe entire, and that we 
had only the authority of ſome of Þe Antients, 
who cite it as authentick,as having met with it 
in their Books. The Divines of Lovain in colla- 
ting the N.T. with a great nu number of Latin Co- 
pics, ound it only wanting in five. R, Stepha- 
7 in his Edition of the N.7. had the uſe of 
fifteen or ſixteen old Greek MSS. above half of 
which retain'd it; So the Edition of the N.7T, 
at Complutum compared with antient MSS.prin- 
red in-the beginning of the Reſtauration of Po. 
lite Literature in Chriftendome, at the expences 
of the great Cardinal Ximenes,only with this va- 
ration, 0Tt Teas ao 0 pacteTvebvIEC ty To Sece- 
V@, 0 [Teerne, 0 Ady®”s x 1o & yiov TTyebpuce ; 2 os 
Teas ag Þ & doi. Thus Eraft nus confeſſes he 
met with a Manuſcript in -England, which he 
calls by the name of Codex Britanicus, which had 
the 


-* 
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the whole ſeventh Verſe, as we.now read it,and 
the eight Verle, the latter part thus altered, x, 
Teas avi & puretveSyles iy Ty yn, Iva, 
"YO wer Atpuce eig1ny jucelvecy Joy avlewnur. 
1 ſhall lay no ſtreſs upon etwo Writings, which 
paſs under the name of Athanaſius, where this 
Verſe is cited, becauſe it is not to be mer with 
in thoſe larger works of his,which are acknow- 
ledged genuine, the one is an account of a diſ- 
putation,according to o the ritle.had with Aris 
in n the Council of Nice ; bur the citle is faulty,as "4 oy 
appears from the Diſcourſe i ic ſelf; nor was A-,” --— ny 
rius the Perſon diſputed with there, but one ie of , .; Ar "ay 
his followers ; and the reaſon of the miſtake of of «66 _ Lies 
the title may be aſcrib'd to an ignorant Libra-,z.-:«. 
rius, putting down Arius for Arianus, and the 
| Dialogue not real,but ſuppoſed,as was uſual a- 
monegſt the Fathers, introducing the Hereticks 
pleading their Cauſe,and the Orthodes refuting 
their Cavils and defending the Truth, And if 
this may paſs for likely, there can be nogreat 
reaſon to ſuſpett the Authenticalneſs of ir, the 
© words are, ne Ot T&TAg meow Ina (roi, 
PAxoxa Xo TRAC To &v 04. Theother is in a oy 
Book extant only in Latine © lib, 1, de unita © Tin 2 7 

Deitate 


IA AN a, G 2 = Appendie, | 
BEA; i= {rs if Deitate Trinitatis ad Theophilum, dicente Joanne 
Aer pare Ty, 1 Evanoeliſia in Ep; fol ſua, tre : ſnd teſtimoni- 
| Pane þ Kea ohn þ BE; dicunt in Celo, Pater, & Verbum, & Spiritus. 
EG I me + Burt this piece, | confels, is very juſtly rejetted 
I - © asnoneof his,though perchance wrote not ma- 
ny years after his time. Sc.Cyprian,who ſuffered 
Martyrdome about the year of Ch. 258.Galienus 
and his Son Valerianus being then Emperours, 
about fixty years before the calling of the Coun- 
cil of Nice,in his book de unitate Eccleſiz Catho- 
lice,cites this Text expreſly.as found in the Co- 
pies of his time : _——Dicit Dominus, Egos Pater 
unum ſumus, Wo iterum de Patre & Filio & Spi- 
ritu Sanflo, e& hi Tres unum ſunt. It is not any 
way material to the defign and purpoſe of this 
Scholion to inquire, in what ſenſe St. Cyprian 
underſtood theſe words, but only to vindicate 
the antiquity of the Copies, that retained this 
reading, though 1t might eaſily be proved that 
Hewv # re Itwasa thing uſual with the Fathers, as noone 
LG pl) Erna 4, Can be Ignorant,who has turn'd over their Wri- 
} Mok = 7; ings, to interpret places of Scriptures ſome= 


—— tes "js Bok adn Wa 


«i taped /-7times, not according to their primary 1 Intent, 
ary rs | bur by way of accomodation. Which teſtimo- 
ny is fo clear and convincing that Sandius in 

| his 


Appendix. 


his Appendix quaſtionum Paradoxarum,ules ail his 7. 43», 


art and sk1ll co avoid the force of it,by preten- 
ding,that ſeveral things have been changed,ad- 
ded,taken away, and ſome other way varied in 
the Fpiſileas appears by the obſervation of P(f- 
ſevinus,who took the pains to compare the prin- 
ted Copies with four MSS. and the acknow- 

ledgment of others, Perkins, Zames, and Rivet : 

from which premiſes he concludes very boldly 

upon a meer poflibility,that this place was ne- 

ver ciced by that blefſed Martyr,burt put in by 

ſome body elle ; Quam facile itaq; etiam hic locus 
interſeri potuit ab his,qui non exborruerunt ſacr as li- 

teras corrumpere propter metum Hereticorum, But 

firſt this 1s barely ſaid without the lealt proof, 

and without the authority of any MS.Secondly 
neither Pamelius nor Rigaltius,nor any other,as 

I know of,who put forth Sr.Cypr1an,make men- 

tion of any various reading in this place,all a- 
oreeing in it. Now that this Epiſtle 1s St. Cy- 

 prians 1s undoubted:5t Cyprian himlelt referring 
to it,and that the reading 1s the ſame now,as it 
was in the old Copies written above eleven 
hundred and forty years ago,appears fromFul- 
gentius,who not only cites this ſeventh verſe in 
his 
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>. 772. his book de fide Catholica adverſus Pintam Epiſ- 


copumArianum.in his teſtimonies deTrinitate,and 
in his book de Trinitate ad Felicem Meawians. 4. 
which thus begins, En+abes in brevi alium eſe 
Patrem,alium Filium,alium Spiritum ſanfum, ali- 
um 0 alum in perſona, mon aliud "Ol aliud in natu- 
ra ; O idcirco ego,inquit,g& pater unum ſumus ; u- 
num, ad naturam referre nos docens,ſumus, ad per- 
ſonas : ſiniliter Gv illud. Tres ſunt, inqyit,qui te- 
flimonium dicunt in Celo,Pater Verbum gg Spiritus, 

e& hi tres unum ſunt. Audiat Sabellius, ſumus* 

audiat tres ©. & credat efſe tres perſonas,Uy non ſa- - 
crilego corde blaſphemet dicendo,ipſum ſibi eſſe Pa- 
trem,ipſum fibi Filium,ipſum bi Spiritum ſanflum, 
tanquam modo quodam ſeipſum gignat, aut modo 
quodam a ſeipſo ipſe procedat, cum hoc etiam in na- 
turis creatis minime inveniri poſſit,ut aliquid ſeip- 
ſum gignere valeat. Audiat ſcilicet & Arius u- 
num,& non differentis filium dicat eſe nature,cum 


(a) P. $91 ox Editione Th5eophili Ranawdi, natura drverſa Unum dict He- 
Soc, Fen, Harifis 1678. printed with Ste (a) 
Maximus Teri; ard four queat, but cites this very 


_ $ which moke up tte hepras ye. 


place of St.Cyprian, in his 
book contra objectiones Arianorum,in his anſwer 
co the tenth or laſt objeftion. His words are 
theſe,[n Patre & Filio,e Spiritu ſanto unitatem 
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* fubftantie actipimus, perſonas confundere non audemus; 
beatus enim Jobannes ApoStolus teftatur dicens zres ſunt, 
qui teftimonium perbibent in Celo,P ater Verbum Ls Spi- 
ritus,y hi tres unum ſunt Quod etiam beatiſſimus Mar- 
tr Cyprianus in Epiſtoli de unitate Ecclefie confitetur , 
 dicens,qui pacem Chriſtivs concordiam rampit, adverſus 
Chr iſtum facit:qui alibi preter Eccleſiam colligit,Chriſt 
Ecclefiam ſpargit. Atq;at unamEccleſiam unius Dei eſſe 
monStraret,hec confeſtim teſlimonia de Scriptura inſeru- 
it, dicit Dominus Ego & Pater unum ſumus,& iterum, 
de Patre vg Filio & Spiritu ſanflo ſcriptum eſt, W bi 


tres xnum ſunt, If it be ſaid,that St.Cyprian cited only 


the latter part of the 8,v. where the wwlger Latine 
has thoſe very words, « bi tres unum ſunt ®? and 


(b)/ib.1.p-16. 
ex Edit, 1.Sir- 


that thus Facundus, Epiſcopus Hermianenſis, in the n-4 ———_ 


time of FuStinian, to whom he dedicates his. book, 

which he wrote pro defenſione trium capitulorum Con- 
cilii Chalcedonenſis, ſeems to underſtand it, without 
raking any notice of the 7., citing this place of 
St.Cyprian,though by a lapſe of his memory he faies 


it is to. be found in Epiſtola ſrve Iibro,quem de Trini- 


tate ſcripſit : I reply firſt in general.that [i] might 
cafily be left our by the oſcitancy of the Librarii, 
not to fay,razed out by the Hereticks ; the Syriack 
Interpreter reading in his Greek Copy,what we find in 

K ours, 
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ours,as to the latter part, £ 0 Tes(; **& % &iioi,and; 
accordingly tranſlating it ſo,es tres ſunt teftes, Spiri- 
tus & Aqua to Sanguiagto hi tres in uno ſunt yn Bee. 
chad and ſo the Arabick Interpreter Ja,  inuno, 
only the Zthiopick conforming to the preſent read- 
ing ofthe wulgar Latine, But what will they ſay to 
the Alexandrine MS. which they ſo much adore, 
which has the ſame reading,ors lexis £101 L faceelv- 
CSITE6,TO TVEUlURX, To d vOwEX T9 Cpt, K of Texis 
21c T9 £9 £101 ; Which are the words alſo of our MS. 
ſo inthe Copies,which Otcumenius followed oor, ic 
£1019 7  MagTVESNTE,TO mv) uct, T9 vg, T0 Ct= 
facr;xhy Ol Tetis £15 To £v £10, St, Hierom's tranſlation 
leaves our inthe 8.9.05 hitresunum or in unum ſunt, 
and ſo rhe Greek of Arias Montanus,and the Conplu- 
tenſian Fdition;in the Margin of which later it is no- 
red.that Aquinzs in the expoſition of the ſecond de- 
cretal de ſumma Trinitate againſt Abbot Foachim,who | 
perverſely1 interpreting the end of the 7,v.of the 'u- 
nity of will and conſent.alledges the end of the 8.9. 
for his authority and juſtification, had made this 
obſervation,fed hoc in weris exemplaribus non habetur, 
ſed dicitur efſe appoſtum ab Hereticis Arianis ad perver- 
tendum imtelleflum ſanum aufioritatis premiſſe de u- 
nitate __ trium perſonarum, I'ſuppoſe the great 

reſpet 


reſpeft Aquinas had for the wipar Latin,made him 


rather ſuſpe& che whole to be added,than that it was 
ll cranſlated,which he would eafily have acknow- 
ledged,had he conſulted any Gr. MS. But this kind 
of learning they were not acquainted with in that 
Ape of Scholaſtical ignorance and barbarouſnels. 
Secondly,as they take it for granted,that this was 
the reading of the wulgarLatineat that time,ſo they 
more vainly and weakly ſuppoſe, that Sr.Cyprian 
made uſe of the ſame vulgar Latine edition, Fo con- 
crary of which appears: in.ſeveral of his citations, 
and it is more likely, that he mightteanſlate ſolite- 
rally the latter parc of the 7.v.and not ar all regard 
the 8.9.07 the vulgar tranſlation, and fo ic appears 


from theteſtimony of Fulgentivs,cited above, thar | 


he underſtqod it. 
Afterward when ſeveral,out of an evil defign to 
overthrow the Myſtery of the moſt bleſſed and ado- 


rable 7rinity, omitted in their tranſlations of the 


Scriptures into the Latin Tongue this Verſe (a liber- 
_ ty which,it ſeems,tvery Pretender almoſt made ule 
of;and it may well be ſuſpetted, that an Arian then, 
as a Socinian now,in his tranſlation would be over- 
favourable to his own opinions,by leaving out and 


putting in what might make for them, and accor- 


K 2 dingly 
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dingly 1 incerpreting what was retained to their beſt 
« (a) This Pre- advantage : ©? St, Hierome in his preface to the Ca- 


face is print 


ed in an old nonical Epiſtles, vindicares the antient reading, and 


edition 


_ #7 withtte [ajeg open the baſeneſs and perfidiouſneſs of cheſe_ 


inter]incary 


Gloſs, : nd 1 men, [ (hall here pur down the whole Preface: Non 


veral  MSS jtg ordo eSt apud Graecos, qul integre ſapiunt, 49 fidem 


both in the 
Bedleyan avd peffam ſectantur Epiftolarum feptem,que Canonice nun- 


our own Co!» 


ledg-Li1brar) cypantur ficut in Latints codicibus invenitur:Qzod quis 


before 


'Catholick Rory 
Cree The Se Petrus Primus et in numero Apoftolorum. prime ſunt e- 


is exaily St- 7am eju's Epiftole,in ordine caterarum fed ficut Evyan- 


Hierom's and 


queſtiovleſs gelists dudam' ad veritatis lineam correximus, ita has 


his, and ac- 


knowledg'd proprio ordini Deo juvante reddidimus. Eft enim prima 


as ſuch, 


by ſous earum una Jacobi,due Patrigy tres Jobunnis,0 Jud 


and Socinus, 

PE, ® una, Ouz fi 3 (icut' ab eis digefis ſunt, ita quog; ab Inter- 
a> in bis pretibus fideliter in Latinum verterentur eloquium,nec 
Hicrom's ambiguitatem legentibus facerent.nec fermonum ſeſe va- 


_ 1 rietas impugnaret, ill precipue loco,ubi de unitate Tri- 
*.  mitatis in prima Johannis Epiſtola poſttum tegimus, in 

' qua etiam ab infidelibus tranſlatoribus,multum err atum 

eſſe a fidei veritate comperimus ; tria tantummodo woca- 

bula,hoc eft,aque,ſanguinis, ds ſpiritus in ipſa ſua editi- 

one ponentibus,9 Patris verbiq, ac ſpiritus teflimonium 
omittentibus,in quo maxime Q fides Catholica roboratur, 

G& patris ac filii ac Firitis ſand; una divinitatis ſub. 

ſtantia comprobatur, In ceteris vero EpiStolis, quantum 


\ 
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a nofira aliorum differt editio ; Leoris prudentiz dere- 
linquo. Sed tu Virgo Chrifti, Euftochium,dum & me im- 
penſius Scripture weritatem inquiris,meam quodammo- 
do ſenefutem invidorum dentibus corradendam exponts, 
qui me falſarium corruptoremq,; ſacrarum Scripturarum 
pronunciant. Sed ego in tali opere nec emulorum meo- 
rum invidentiam pertimeſco,nec ſane Scripture veri- 
tatem poſcentibus denegabo, Eraſmus and Socinus are 
ſo urged wichthis teſtimony of Sr. Hierome,that they 
are forced to make uſe of very pitiful and diſ-in- 
genuousargumentsto invalidate it.Socinus had ſaid 
before —fortaſſe ante Hieronymum wix ullus inveni- 
etur, qui teftimonium iflud hoc in loco plane agnovertt, 
the falſity of which conjeure,however ſo warily 
laid down, has been diſproved;hereby craftily con- 
cealing the citation out of St, Cyprian,he very bold. 
ly accuſes St. Hierome of Forgery, who having got 
a Copy or Copies,in which this verſe was added, 

adverſus fidem aliorum omnium exemplarium, tam La- 
tinorum,quam Gr ecorum deionem particule iſtius tan- 
quam germanam defendere & promovere cepit,conque- 
rens publice eam culpa 4 fraude hereticorum abraſam 
a vulgatis codicibus fuiſe, But St Hierome has ſuffi- 
ciently confuted the falſeneſs and boldneſs of this 


Cavil. He was uſed tothis kind of language, as if _ 
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he had corrupted the Scriptures,buthe was no way 
moved by it;though this accuſation of thoſe of his 
own time perchance may not ſo much be reterr'd 
to this place,asto his tranſlation in general,and may 
proceed not ſo much from heretical malice and 
pravity,as envy of ſeveral of his contemporaries, 
who were orthodox in the faith, but were no friends 
to his new tranſlation. He charges the omiſſion up- 
on theſe unfaithful Tranſlators (queſtionleſs Sabelli: 
ans and Arians) and upbraids them with it as a 


thing manifeſt and notorious, and eafily demon- 
ſtrable:and certainly he would nor have made him- 


felf ſo obnoxtous,unleſs he had grounded his con- 
fidence upon the authority of ſeveral Greek Copies: 
with-whar little pretence of reaſon therefore Eraſ- 
mus and Socinus fancy St.Hierome to have changed 


the puhlick and common reading, let any indiffe. 


rent perſon judge. But ſuppofing that the Copies 
of thoſe times varied, which Eraſmus grants (and 
therefore St. Hierome is moſt falfely and unjuſtly ac- 
cuſed by Soctmes to have been theaurhor of chis in- 


rerpolarion)He enquires,quonam argumento dacet u- 
trum ſit refius,utrumve ſcriptum ſit ab Apoflolo, pra- 
ſertim cum quod reprebendit, tum haberet publicus uſus 
 Ecckfiz? To this' ir may be anſwered, 1.that ſome 


V1t]a- 


Appenaix. 


vitiated and defe2ive Copies ought not to preju- 
dice the authority of entire and better Copies,whe- 
ther Latin or Greek. 2, that St, Hierome had reaſon 
co prefer and vindicate that reading, which gives 
ſuch an evident proof of this great Article of the 
Chriſtian Religion,agreeable to the dofrine of the Ca- 
tbolickCburch,derived down to them by an univerſal 
Tradition,and acknowledged as ſuch,by all,excepr- 
ing a few,whom either diſcontent,or prideand con- 
ceitedneſs of their own parts,and a love of innova- 


tion and of being the author of a Se&,had drawn 


into the contrary herecical opinion. Befides, his 
words are ſo clear,that one might juſtly wonder, 
that Eraſmus ſhould pretend any difficulty or per- 
plex ſenſe in them.as he does in his,non ſatis wideo, 
quid fibi-velit hoc Joco Hieronymus ; but that we have 
too juſt cauſe to [uſpett,how that great Scholar was 
biaft and perverted in his judgment, concerning 
thoſe great myſteries of Faich;though he is ſo wary 
and cunning, as not to diſcover himſelf roo open- 
ly. He indeed is forced to confeſs the nature of the 
Father, Son,and Holy Ghoſt to be ſimple and undi- 
vided, and the effence the ſame, though he is pe- 
remprory,thati it cannot be proved from this Text, 
confiat bic ogi de fide teStimonii, non de ſubſtantia per- 


ſonarum, 


& 


1 
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G) 4+ ins ſonarum,herein followed by© 'Beza,and with 2 great 
+ - 15m deal of ceremony confefles it to be prous to ſub-" 
a ho nya mic our underſtanding to the judgment of the 
6s 42 i* Church as ſoon as ſhe ſhall declare herſelf (as cer- 
7 rſs, Cainly ſhe has done inthis in her publick Creeds,to 
| the great ſhame and conviftion of Hereticks,who 
reje& her authority) yer ſtill for all this demure- 

neſs,he pleads for a liberty of interpreting Scrpture, 

as if the truth were not yet wholly reveal'd and the 

Church might err in her declarations, nec interim ne- 

fas et citra contentionem ſerutari verum, ut Dems aljis 

alia patefecit (which is alſo the pretence of Socinus 
and his followers:) and accordingly he interprets 
ſeveral places of Scripture in favour of Arius and the 
other Hereticks,and particularly this,cum totus locus 
ſit obſcurus, non poteſt admodum valere ad revincendos 
Hereticos (che ſame pretence beingmade uſe of for 
all places,chough never ſoplain)and endeavours to 

elude the force of that famous place in 17m. 3.16. 

by expunging the word ©, as much as in him 

lies,chat is, by pretending it was added by the A- 

rian Hereticks.So that we need thelefs value the cen- 

ſure he paſſes upon S. Hierome in this matter,where 

nothing but pure zeal for the truths of God could 

make him fo concern'd and fervent_—I/l ſepe nu- 

* mero 


Appendix. 


. mero wiolentivs eo parumg; pudens,ſxpe varius,parumg; 


"i bi conſians. 


IJacius Clarus a Spaniſh Biſhop, who died about 


the year 388,at what time the elder Theodoftus and 
Valentinian were Emperours, cites both verſes, 
though asto their order tranſpoſed,and with a lit- 
tle alteration, in his book againſt Varimazus an A- 
rian Deacon,reſponſione 3. _—ltem ipſe (i.e. Johannes E- 


vangelifla,whoſe Goſpel he had juſt before cited) ad + 


Parthos, tres ſunt, inquit, qui teſiimonium perhibent in 
terra, Aqua, Sanguis& Carols tres in nobis ſunt : G 
tres ſunt,qui teSlimonium perhibent in celo, Pater Ver- 
bum & Spiritus,& hi tres unum ſunt;which very cita- 
tion is made uſe of,as being borrowed hence; by the 
author of the colle&ions of the decretal Epiſtles , 
which beyond all doubt are proved to be counter- 
feit®and ſuppoſititious,in the 1 Epiſtle of Hhginus, 
and by this is to be correCted;/tem ipſe ad Parthos, 
tres ſunt,quiteSTimonium perhibent interram,Aqua,San- 
guis & Caro;es tres in nobis ſunt,qui teflimonium per- 
bibemt in celo,P ater, Verbum, & Spiritus,g hi tres u- 
num ſunt. There is like variety of reading in both 
verſes in ſeveral old Copies,ſome leaving out 8% 
Sexvaand o/Fn Th yng or ty 1y yn,others retaining 
- them; For this ['in terra] Socinus confeſſes to be 

found 
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found in quibuſaan enendatis exemplaribus, though 
that we ray gain nothing by this confeſſion, he tells 

us immediately after,it is not extant in emendatic- 
nibus, It might eaſily be foreſeen,thar if either had 
becn left,and particularly this latter;che one-would 
have infer'd the other juſtly and neceſſarily, and 
therefore it cannot ſeem ſtrange,if the firſt corrup- 
ters of this Scripture,to make al] ſure,and to rend- 

er their falſe and pertidious dealing the more un- 
ſuſpeQed,omitred both ; ſo too in that antient MS. 
Grotius made uſe of. chough he gives us no proof of 

Its antiquity in that place , and ſuppole it were 
written a thouſand years fince, we are not to be 
ſwayed by ir,as if it wereauthentick,v71t Teds conv 0 

. fJucteTveSylec T9 [Tyupuoe;r, To Uwe #, 70 aljag, and 
;- 4 No more ,who thereupen conjeQures theſe words x, 
SE es TE#ic £y 401,with the former verſe to have been 
” added by the Ariansto to prove the f fatter ſonand holy 

| Zh. to be one in conſent on ly,but z afterwards re- 
4G p- - 'moved 1 and altered by the Cathobicks,and added to 
Ws EEE "the former verſe, which is ſaid | without ut any the, 
""Teaſt proof either from reaſon or antiquity , and 


a_—_—_— 


has as nothing to maintain the fancy, but the great 
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| ſeeming careleſneſs of the method, which is not al- 


his being born in the fleſh.and that he came from4« a 


ie TS. 7 RO 
POS 


Appendix, 75 
in the firſt-pl iſo meli ;, S730 
, | | ; 70 2 LR 

in the firſt-place, thac eo oniſſo meliorem eſe wer 0- [200k 11's 9h 
Tun, connextonem, the COnneX1on 1s far better, If the 7. y- 7: 2/4 # 


7 v. V. were omitred, and that therefore ic ought to / EA A . 


'* 


& 7 29, 


be 'e ſo,and w; was antiently omitted ; if the iluppoſirion ,,; 


were true, is not only vain and f a nh but very; T3 . 
bold and immodeſt to ry the ſpirit of God to ſuch? / 4A SAY, efnrd 


—— 


away of writing, as pleaſes their humours and 
fancies beſt, "—_ "Gam molt of humane ar- 
tifice, and by the ſame argument they may reje& 
not only verſes,but whole chapters in the MN.7. for 
the meanneſs and inaccuracy of the ſtile, and the 


oy” conformable to the rules of the Gr.eloquence. -# 
2. Indignum eſt ſummo Deo efſe teſtem, inio coram quo 2 4), "5 
judice teſtis foret ? is a groundle(s and bold cavil;for 7,--, rn 27: 
this witneſſing is nothing elſe but the declaration of «/ maar 
God to mankind by evident ſigns and tokens con- EL 5% oh 
cerning our Saviours being t che true Meſſras, and of* 422 D 9 = 
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him. This God has atteſted and ſufficiently made 
known to the World, and in this (ſenſe the Word 
often occurs in the Scriptures, without rhe leaſt in- 
dignity offered to the Divine Nature, The only pre- 
rence he has for his fancy is a baſe and unworthy 
compariſon he conceives in his mind between Geds 
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 _— -being as ahi mans Gag a witneſs in or : 
” Fl . Cgurts of Judicature, forgetting the genvine and ; 
"I" bL. rs vo, eafie ſenſe of the word, as I have aboge' expreſſed. 
E « Tip. 2. That ies highly probable that this verſe was. 
: inſerted by a Sabellian , the contrary whereof i is 
molt true. 4. Thatin Everad MSS. and Editions of 
= modern languages, there isa tranſpoſition of theſe 
two verſes. The ſame before was acknowledged fo. 
- be found 1n ſome Greek copies,which no way proves 
the pretended interpolation, but only that antient 
4a bY cy 7 bf P P y 


#£ 75 #copies do not all agree. 5. That this v. does very; 


84 -» <7 highly favour the Arians, but this is ſuch a ſtrain 
bi Ve. m ;- PAS , þ 0 S \ Ah 
\. ao "RS that he may as well allege the firft words | 


Book of Geneſis, to prove Ariſtotles opinion |\ 
| I Te eternity of of the World. If men out of a pre- | 
judicate opinion, againſt the doftrine of the Ca- 

thelick, Church, allow themſelves to interpret Scri- 
* pture according to their own fancies, ic” cannot 
ſcem ſtrange to any, that they ſhould goabout to 
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A &) prove and juſtifie their blaſphemies from . the 
i i plaineſt rexts of Scripture, that in the judgment of : 
bl” | all ſober perſons, who are free from thoſe projets 

ri ces, do moſt evidently refute them. | 
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